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PREFA CE... 


Am conſcious that, amongſt all my 
Sex, I am the leaſt calculated to 
ſhine in the Novel ftile, which, how- 
ever, ſeems of late to be their ſphere. 
It is a ſpecies of writing I never could: 
draw any amuſement from; and, 
therefore, am very little ' acquainted 
with; and though I firmly believe 
the following Memoirs to be true, 
yet they bear ſo ſtrong a reſemblance 
to many others, which have owed 
their birth only to the imagination of 


their Authors, that I fear they will 


not be eſteemed fo, but by the few, 


who may have had ſome knowledge 
of the facts related in them, | 


Ver. . 3 The 


i PREPACE,” | 
The deſire of reheving a fellow 


eme me to 
undertake a taſk, which is every way 
eee ** 


taſte. 


1 eee in the tranſs 
lation. of this work, no one will ever 
be able to judge; as I can poſitively: 
aſſert, that the original will never 
appear in ĩts native dreſs, 


The feat of being knows, has pre- 
vented my either reading, or even 

mentioning, the following ſheets to 
any of my friends, or acquaintance, 
whoſe ſuperior judgments might have 
directed mine, and would, conſe» 
quently, have rendered this book leſa 
incorrect. Thus circumſtanced, I give 
it to the world, with all its faults about 
it, declaring, that I ſhall not * 
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tered by their praiſe, becauſe that can 
only be due to the Author, nor humi - 

liated by their cenſure, for the ſame 
reaſon. As to the part J have had i 
it, it is much at their ſervice, to treat 
as they ſhall think proper. I know 
it is eaſter to ridicule, than to com- 
mend; a very little underſtanding 
ſerves for the firſt, but it requires a 
great deal of judgment, to do the 
latter properly. I acknowledge my- 


{elf totally unqualified for being an 


Author; and the only apology I can 
make for appezring in print, is, the 
motive which induced me to it. 


The following anecdote is nat 10 
invention, but a plain truth, which I 
ſhall relate literally as it happened. 


A French woman of ſome birth, by 
I ſtrange concatenation of uncommon 
A 2 | inci- 


+ PREFACE: 


incidents, found herſelf in diſtreſs at 
Landun; when recollecting, that ſhe 
© had formerly had ſorrie little acquaint- 

ne wWitlr me, ſhe etiquired if Twas 


town, and being anſwered in the 
' affirmative, wrote wrote me à note, intreat- 
ing me to come to her: I did ſo im- 

| mediltely anti found her in the hands 
of her frercileſs "creditors; who were 
Pon ther paint: of dragsing her to 
priſon. Sheckeed at the horror of her 

| ſrustlon; Ewilhel to reſcue her from 
is bur Could not afford to give the 
money which it was nereffary to acl⸗ 
vanch for her relief. She read my 

|  thoiights an my eyes, "and faid, . My 

Fo — dear Madiin, I have a Manuſcript, in 
| French} Which, if it was tranſlated; 
would; I dare fy, produce money 
enough tö pay you, Aff carry me 
home ik "It, (continued The) it 
N95 — poſſeſſion by chance, and, 
unfor- 


RET ACE. _ 


vofartunately,/ir-ig/all the ſecurity I 
can give you at preſent. Her diſ- 
treſs was irreſiſtihle; I, therefore, too. 


the book, and paid the en. r 
purchaſed her libzrty; and um 
ber to her pare land. arias anal 
07 110690 OJ 2f71- 1 


\ Ont oy Tetur Frm Linſtantly be- 
gan to. examine the Manuſcript, and 
was agreeably ſurprized to, find it 
contained the Memoirs of an Exgliſß 
Lady, with whom I had been many 
7 intimately acquainted. Several of 
the circumſtances, related in her ſtory, 
I knew to be matters of fact, ſince I. 
myſelf had been a witneſs of them, 
the whole of it ſeems to me, to be 
wrote with ſuch an air ef eaſe, and 
candour, as convinces me, that it is 
really a faithful narration of the prin- 
cipal events of her life, flung. upon 
paper as they occurred. 3 
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| She is now dead; and therefore, 
the publication of her Memoirs can 
her no pain; and will, I appre- 
end, be no diſhonourto her poſterity. 


' T wiſh they maybe favourably received 


by the Public; and that the world 
may ever remain ignorant of the name 
of the Tranſlator. 
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To Mademoiſelle D* ANGEVILLE. 
RE there words in any lan- 
guage to expreſs, what the 


A heart feels in the moment of 
ſeparation from a beloved friend ? If 


there are, O teach me them, my dear 
Adelaide! for I can find none to de- 


- ſcribe what I felt yeſterday, when I 
tore myſelf from your arms at Calais, 


and immediately embarked for Eng- 
Vor. I. B land. 


s LETTER I. 

land. I arrived here about an hour 
ago. I tremble when I think that: the 
ſea divides us, and that every ſtep your 
horſes: take, increaſes the diſtanee 
which ſeparates us from each other. 
This country (though fertile) appears 
to me a deſert; chere is a vacuum in 
my ſoul for want of you, which no- 
thing can ſupply. I have often heard, 
that Nature has implanted in the 
breaſts of all her creatures, a love for 
their native country: It may be ſo in 
general, but I am an exception to this 
rule; mine has uſed me too ill, and I 
have ſuffered too much in it, ever to 
look upon it without pain, and (I 
fear I might add) without ſome de- 

gree of deteſtation. | 
I ſet out for Londen to-morrow, 
_ probably I ſhall not meet a face 
I know. A new race is ſprung up ſince 
I left it, and have puſhed their pa- 
5 4 rents 
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rents (who were my acquaintance) off 
the ſtage: No matter, pleaſure was 
not᷑ the motive which led me here; it 
was buſineſs, as you know, which I 
mall diſpatch as quick as poſſible, in 
order to rejoin my dear Adelaide, and 
to breathe a purer air than that which 
blows in this inclement iſland, My 
— what ſhall J ſay to the Marquis 
@ Aiſe, your Brother? Compliments 
are too cold, and Love is too much; 
ſo ſay what you will for me. Adieu, 
my ever - valued friend; my heart is 
too full to touch upon the pathetic, 
when you are its object, ſo till time has 
rendered me more reaſonable, I can 
only be 


Yours faithfully, 
1 | C. W. 
E e | 
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'Rejoice, my deareſt friend, _ 
fad that you are ſafe arrived at 
Dover. lt was kind of you to write the 
moment you ſat your feet on ſhore; 1 
followed your veſſel with my corpo- 


real eye till it was out of ſight, but 


in my mental one I ſee it yet; full of 
this image I returned to the inn, and, 
Wirk a heart overcharged with ue 
flung myſelf into a great chair, till 


che coach (which I had ordered the 


ſervants to put the horſes to) was 


ready. Thus I remained for ſome time, 


almoſt ſtupified by grief, when I was 
rouſed by a deep groan, which iſſued 
from the other end of the room. My 
eye inſtantly followed the found, when 
E perceived my Brother laid all along 
Upon three aa and looking as pale 


Wan a8 


=" 


. —— Ss. Fre EF 
— Ze 


9 


1 
L 
> 
* 


— 


ro b 


| juſt going to ſay, Lord, Brother, what 
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= as death j my#veyifaculty. had been 


ſo totally abſorbed. in the, thoughts of. 
having loſt you, that I had . 
him, ail dhe loud ſigh above: men 
oned called my attention, and Lv 


Is the matter Are you not well? when 
he prevented my enquiries by ſtarting 
up; ſaying, with an air of impatience. 
4 Thoſe fellows have been already 


four hours in getting the coach ready: 


I viſh, for their puniſhment, they were 
only to feel the half of what they in · 
flit, by forcing me to ſtay ſo long in 
this confounded inn, where perhaps I 
have ſeen the lovely Charlotte for the 
laſt time.” So ſaying he ran down 
ſtairs, and in leſs than five minutes 
my woman came to inform me, that 
the coach waited, .and that the Mar- 
quis was already in it. I confeſs to yo ly 

my Dear, that hy diſcovery I had — 


B 3 
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made, was of ſingular ſervice to me, 
as it obliged me to exert my ſpirits in 
order to divert my brother's melan- 
choly; beſides, it led me into a new 


train of thinking ; for tho? I always 


knew the high eſteem, veneration, and 
"reſpect my brother had for you, (in 
common with all who have the hap- 


pineſs of knowing you,) yet till this 


moment I never ſuſpected him of be- 


ing in love with you: Tour penetra- 


ting eye, Charlotte, (which nothing 
| Efeapes) has, no doubt, read his foul 
long ago; and he, from a perfect 
knowledge of your character, which 
is ſo much above the weakneſs of your 
fex, has not dared to reveal his paſſi- 
on; this I take to be the true ſtate of 
the caſe; I ſhalt wait, however, with 
ſome impatience, your anſwer; and in 
. mean time 1 endeavour to comfort 

f Meins him,; 


1 2 
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him, by talking of your Hon; re 


ei 

The coach rolled on, wt drang 
us ſafe that night to Dunkirk; the next 
morning early we proceeded on our 
journey, and the third day we arrived 
-at ***, My. aunt,, with whom you 
know we intend to make a ſhort ſtay, 
received us with an air of the moſt 
cordial friendſhip: She obſerved, that 
the Marquis was uncommonly grave: 
he attributed it to his being much 
fatigved, and made that his excuſe 
for retiring early to his chamber; the 
next morning brought me your dear 
letter; I anſwered it in the moment. 


My brother is now reading it, and, 


with a look expreſſive of love, fear, 
hope, and inexpreſſible tenderneſs, 
aſks what it is you ſend. him? Since 
it is I who am to make the compli- 
ment: Lanſwered, Your friendſhip and 

B 4 eſteem 


9 LETTER  '- 
eſteem I knew were his; more I could 

not offet him; adding, I . wiſhed I 
£9uvld,.,and then he might depend on 
being happy. He ſighed, and thanked 
me, deſiring me to aſſure you of his 


moſt humble and reſpectful compli- 


ments. Iſaid, Is that alli? How can 
von delight in tormenting me? he re- 
plied with vivacity, and e 
Ne out of the room. 5 


1 muſt dreſsfor dinner, ſo 1 fo 
my next 'T will tell you how I Hke this 
town. Tou are well acquainted both 
with it, and its principal inhabitants, 
ſo perhaps my opinion of them may 
afford you ſome amuſement. 

Take care of your precious health, 
1 conjure you, and make haſte and re- 
turn to ar diſcon ſolate, but ever 
„ ee 1 3 3b 

DAs 
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21, 1 IL you tell me, my dear Adelaide, 

1 of your Brothet's behaviour, on 
my departure from Calais, rather 

grieves than ſurprizes me; for I cannot 
deny the having perceived, that his 

ſentiments for me were of 2 warmer 
nature than thoſe which generally flow 
from ſimple friendſhip. unmixt with 
love, I ſay I thought I perceived it; 
for his tongue never ſpoke in any other 
language than that of friendſhip, and 
all his profeſſions of eſteem might, 
with equal propriety, have been 155 
dreſſed to you as well as to me; but 
then his looks and every action ſeemed 
to tell me the ſecret of his heart. When 
I 1 firſt made this obſervation, I hoped 
1 was deceived; 1 ä that neither 
| | he, 


J 


he, nor I, were any longer of that age 
when paſſion holds the reins of reaſon, 
and when judgment is the ſlave of ſen- 
ſation; I flattered myſelf, therefore, 
that on a farther knowledge of me, 
the Marquis would find he had made 
a very injudicious choice, and conſe- 
quently eaſily withdraw his affections 
* me. 


Dead asT am to every idea of love, 
judge of my grief to find, from your 
letter, that I had inſpired the brother 
of my friend with an ardent, but 
hopeleſs paſhon. Alas! he little knows 
the heart which he aſpires to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of, or he would never attempt 
its conqueſt; it is no longer worthy of 
him; incapable of receiving any tender 
impreſſion, hardened by uninterrupted 


© diſappointment and misfortune, it is 


now ined to a ſtate of apathy, from 
which 


LETTER un wo 
which nothing can recall it; it has felt, 
till it can feel no more. Try to con- 
vince him of this, and guide his choice 
to a more deſerving object, Who 
can repay his love with tenderneſs. 
Friendſhip, and the higheſt eſteem, are 
tributes which my reaſon cannot refuſe 
to his merit; inexorable Fate has left 
me nothing more to give. Had T 
known him ſome years ago, I might 
never have experienced misfortune z 
and he would, I believe, have been 

happy; but at the preſent period of 

my life, an attachment with any of his 
ſex is abſolutely impoſſible for me 
ever to think of. I have now, my 
dear Adelaide, opened my heart to you, 
and I beg, in conſequence of my ſin- 
cerity, that you will never more men- 
tion the ſubje& to me. You are not 
unacquainted with the ſteadineſs of my 
character, and know how very unapt 
25 I am 


ot, ISOs * 


I 
2 
2 
: | 
= 
g 
* 


"4 


5 


12 Wiz SHE K III. 


Jam to chunge 4 ſyſtem T here er 
ee 215338! 07 Das Av! N 


This avi ir | being decided, 1 all 
now in orm ; vou, that, I. re. on 


148 


Tueſday evening. at my lodgi 
Suffolk: e my * Fi 
, and my mind deprefſed by the 
gene of numberleſs objects, which, 
recalled fc mer ſcenes to my 1 ideas: In 
ſhort, 1 went to bed in the, v vapoursz 
luckily, the agitation of my ſpirits, 


joined o the jumbling of the poſt- 


chaſe, had together tired me enough 
to procure me a good night's reſt, 1 
Nept late, and as ſoon. as I got up, ſent 


for my lawyer, and then wrote cards to 
the few acquaintance I have in London, 


for fear leſt I ſhould loſe the uſe of 
my tongue for want of ſomebody to 
talk to; tho' I fancy I ſhall 2 a 
ridic figure when I attempt to 
* my native language; I ſhall cer- 

tainly 


LIE T T E R III 13 
tainly think ia, French, and tranſlate 


into Engl. S, and the latter, 1 muſt 


own, will 1 _ improyed, when 
Hilied v5 i ebe Hort , Ns For- 
er Na 57 1 Mall be laughed 
ar, and called affected, "that 4 15 55 


worlt” whic can hap PE den i le 1 
long to hear ftom foo; 8 . 0 f eh 
to your, Brother, e compliment ja your 
Avant, and tendereſt love to Yourſelf, 
my dear e 3n 
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Aüperd. my dear Char lite, 1 
ſhall not tell my Brother one word 
of what you have ſaid in your laſt 
concerning him. I perſuade him to 
ceaſe to love you ! No, indeed, I ne- 
ver attempt impoſſibilities; ſo ſhall 
leave the poor man his hopes — if he 
has any — and you may ſettle their 
value when he and you meet, I own, 
I think you were formed for each 


= other, and I never will deſpair of ſee· 

* ing you united. 

I hate and deteſt England; its foggy 
and gloomy climate ſeems already to 
have robbed you of that gaiety, which 
was the Charm of ſociety. I have often 
heard you ſigh, my dear Charlotte, 
when any one has mentioned your na- 

tive 
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tive country:; and by ſeveral hints. 
which you have given on the ſubject, I 
could learn, that you had been unhap- 
py in the married ſtate, Tou may re- 
member that one day, on my preſſing 
you, with ardor, to tell me the ſtory of 
your life, you anſwered me, with a ſigh, 
« Alas, Adelaide, what do you aſk of 
me? I ſhould pierce your tender 
* heart with the narration of r my ſor- 
* rows, and open in my own, 
„wounds, which I have, for years, | 
* been courting the hand of Philoſo- 
* phy to heal; and which, tho? no 
“longer acutely painful, yet, I fear, 
will again bleed upon being probed. 
No, my Dear, I cannot comply 
with your requeſt now; but if ever 
« I go to England again I will there 
* collect ſome papers, which form a 
* kind of journal of the tranſactions 
* of the prior part of my life; what 
| ' «© has 


16 LETTERAV, 
© has-happened to me fince I came to 
% France; I have put down in my 
„common place - book; fo when L 
© have-pieced the two parts together, 
, «T-promile to ſatisfy*your curiofity; 
* and the more readity, as I ſhall 
0 not * er We yu _ 
81 it.“ MAG 

ö Nd 00 my Delf, 1 chi oy 
promiſe; I do not mean immediately, 
but at your leifure ; it muſt, however, 
you know,” be before you leave Eng? 
land; and, in order to ſet you a g 00d 
example; I am going to fulfil mine, by 
giving you my opinion of the place 
and its inhabitants where I now am. 
Teſterday, 1 verily believe the whole 
town of * ** was'at my aunt's. What 
a ſert of fat Flemi/b figures! They have 
not yer flung off the manners of their 
former maſters, the Spaniardi, but, 


like them, are tiff, formal, proud, and 
ſuper- 
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ſuperſtitious to an exceſs, and as auk- f 
ward as their neighbours the Durch. 

1 found. ſome genteel people, how- 
ever, in the town, but they were 
moſtly ſtrangers. Good God, what vo- 
racious appetites theſe Blemings have! 
The polite hour of dining is one 
o'clock, and they ſeldom. riſe from 
table till between four and hᷣve ig the | 
afternoon; they eat a great deal, and . 
as flow as they do every thing elle 3 | 
one has ſufficient time to digeſt the fixſt -| 
courſe, before the ſecond is brought | 
up to table. They drink in propor- 
tion to what they eat, and I really be- 
lieve from hence ſprings a great deal | | 
of that bluntneſs of faculty, fo re- | 
markable in theſe people. They are, 
in general, but one remove from the 
vegetable world, and are-diſtinguiſh 
ed as animal, by a ſlow motion, and 
rene now 


now 200d then ry a or. NY * which 
by no means amounts. ton a proof 0 
their being rational. There 
{ever many. who, ought to. be ſe⸗ 
lected from the herd, and they, 1 
found, upon converſing with them, 
were your friends, amongſt whom was 
Madam K—, a ſenſible, well · bred. 
worthy, woman, who, in ſpite of ill 
health, and an old huſband, renders 
her hauſe delightful, by her good hu- 
mour, polite addreſs, and g- => 
choice of her company. When 1 firſt 
ſaw her, 1 took her to be an exotic, 
but, for the honor of Flanders, ſhe 
was bred and born i in it. 


ODS CE CHOPPED 416831 LC 
I here ſee a race of beings I never 
was acquainted with before, I mean 
a number of ſubaltern French Officers, 
who are admitted into the houſes of 
As aut 517 nyv0 „And . the 
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the Governor, Commandant, Se. "as L 
being of tlie gartifon, a favour, you 
know, which is never allowed them 
in Paris, unleſs' they are of a ver ry 
diſtinguiſhed birth. I have "often 
Keats it obſerved, that a French Offi- 
cer of fotty, 4s; i in general, what r may 
be called good company; and that, 
when ſome years younger, "they. are 
the worſt in the world. 1 foe the force 
of this obſervation now, tho” 1 never 

-underſtood_it before. I do not know 
amongſt what ſpecies of beings theſe 
animals on two legs rank themſel ves; 
they are ignorant, vain, affected, and 
noiſy beyond all conception; in ſhort, 
the pictures ſo frequently drawn by 
your countrymen of ours, have ever, 
till my arrival here, appeared to me 
both falſe and injurious to the nation; 
but now I frankly own, the lines are 
not too ſtrong, nor are the paintings 
C 2 cari- 
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58, Fou know ther, ſo l 
— f baye already. tired you with 
my deſcription of them; but remem- 
ber, Charlotte, | that if one was forbid 
writing on any ſubjects but ſuch as 
501 were a ſtranger to, pen and ink 
would be c of no farther uſe to me; and 
nw in all probability, would not 
haye : .correſpondent left, or at leaſt 


ew, amongſt whom I moſt 
ty ſhould not be dne. 


How vaſt are the 5 you 
have over me, for the contrary rea- | 
Jon, and how inexhauſtible is the 
Fund of knowledge you poſſeſs, which 
has, during a connection of ſeveri 
years, been my conſtant ſtudy ; and 
yet I am conſcious, that at this period 
J have not been able to fathom one 
quarter of its depth. You was a 


oo 1 me, in which I read every 
day, 
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day, and we the day, with equal « de- 
light, becauſe you was always. new. 
This. reflection makes me feel your 
abſence ſo ſeverely, that I muſt, with 


law drop my pen, after havin ing | 
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ged you! to return, as ſoon as 
ble, 1 to s ever faithful, and affecti- 


onate W 

1 Ave EVILL E. 

YOM 1. 0 It Nor 
My Brother ſends his beft * 


I am very uneaſy about him; he 
looks ill, and has loſt (in a great 
. degree) both his ſpirits and ape 
« Fe. in 


N a J 4 
*& v1 , 1£ I 2s. 2btos: 


"LE T T ER v. po 
. e viſelle D*AvGuviiiy, 


REALLY believe, my dear Alls 
leſs like France, than London does to 
me; the reaſon is, that there are more 
Frencb here, than where you are. 
The ſtreets, all public places, as well 
as private houſes, are full of them; 
French is almoſt the only language 
1 ſpake in polite company, becauſe of 
1 the: number of people of diſtinction of 
| that nation, who frequent the aſſem 
blies of the Great. I met the other 
night, at Lady H—s, the young 
Count of .A—. I could not help ſmi- 
© . ling at the ſtrong reſemblance he bears 
| of his real Father. Tou know him, 

hut, I believe, are not acquainted. with 
UW OD of * which, in as 


few 


LETTER Vo; 26 


few words as I can put it, is as fol- 
lows: The preſent Duke de B—, 
when a young man (you may proba- 
bly have heard) was not rich, and 
could form no hopes of ever riſing 9 
that prodigious height of favor, a 
power, which he now enjoys: He 
was then called the Count de , and 
was at that time (if 1 remember) a 
Muſqueteer. He was acquainted with 
an old Gentleman of large fortune, 
who had two Daughters only, and no 
Son; che eldeſt was married to the ſup- 
poſed Father of the Count de A., and 
the other (being much younger than 
her Siſter) was in a Convent. You 
know how infinitely entertaining the 
Duke can be, when he- pleaſes; the 
houſe of this old Gentleman, where he 
dined very frequently, was conve- 
nient to hit, *who' was far from — | 
ſeſſing a fortune equal to his birth; he 


C4 _. - thee» 
* 


2 LETTER v. 
therefore 'courted the old man, and, by 
the ſprighelineſs of his converſation, 
refidered' himſelf 16 agreeable to bim, 
that he grew as fond of . [NE 
had been his own ſon. n 


Ins. 


One day, when the Count and he 
were alone, the old Gentleman, after 
a ſilence of ſome moments, ſaid, with 
a ſigh, How happy is your Father 
to have; ſuch a Son as you are! and 
what an affliction is it to me, that my 
Daughter has no child. I hoped for 
a Grandſon, to whom might haye left 
my large eſtate ;. with this intention I 
made my « eldeſt Daughter an heireſs ; 
and reſerved for the youngeſt a gen- 
teel, competency only but all my 
ſchemes are diſappointed, from a cer- 
tainty, that ſhe, can never have any 
children by h her preſent. Huſband; and 
*. may 7 y live. theſe * 78 

y 
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fifty years. Ah, Count! I wiſh I had 
known you ſome time ſooner than I 
did! you might then have heen my 
Son- in- lay; however, continued he, 
you may ſtill be the Father of my Grand- 
ſon, if you and ſhe can agree upon ĩt; 
and 1 fancy you won't fink her” very 
averſe to. the propoſiti tion, as 1 think 
I have obſerved, that ſhe has already 
more than a common tegard for you. 
Thus you ſee, my dear Count, you have 
it in your power to make me happy, 
by giving me an heir, It is reve, her 
fortune returns to her Siſter, in caſe of 
failure of iſſue in her; but then ſhe 
is ſo young, that T ſhall” probably 
never live to ſee her married.“ The 
Count? s anſwer may eaſily be gueſſed, - 
as we muſt ſuppoſe that he had too 
much gratitude to his friend and bene- 
wy to "Tefole” him a For of this 
iy 39er . - 
_ kind; 
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hind beſides, what puts the n 

out of all diſpute, is, that ſhe was 

both young and handſome. A fe- 

months aftek this converſation the 

Lady proved With child, and, at the 

uſual time, brought into the world 

the preſent Cofnt de 4—,' who is, 

as I have ſaid / before, the image of 

his Father. Npt long after this period 

the Huſpand/of the Lady died; the 

ten Co de 2 bag now: Duke de 

3—, continued his intimacy in the 

family: When, ſome years after the 

event Ihaye related above, the youngeſt 

Daughter of his friend came home from 

the Convent, the Duke, who had till that 

moment never ſeen her, was wounded 

at firſt ſight; in ſhort, he fell deſpe - 

rately in love; you know her, and 

therefore will not be ſurprized that he 

ſhould pay that homagę to her charms 

at filtern, which a much greater man 
than 
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than he has done, when ſhe was no 
longer in the bloom of yduth; in 
ſhort; he married her, and hy ſo doing 
reverſed the order of things, by dil 
inheriting his legitimate children, in 

favor of his baſtard; for had not the 
eldeſt Siſter had a Son, his children by 
the younger muſt have heired all their 
Grandfather's fortune. This anecdote 
may juſtly be thought too long for a 
letter; but as you are well acquainted 
with all the actors in the piece, 1 
hoped it might amuſe you; it is a cu- 
rious one; I had it from an old and 
intimate friend of the family, and, 
though it is a real truth, yet it would 
appear fabulous in my country. A Fa- 
ther, who procures a Gallant for his 
Daughter, would be here looked upon 
as a monſter, and probably be as 
| ae bad FRO n rr high life) 
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as te Pan. In; Wente tek neig u- 
bours, my Dear; but in ſome things 
out” manners differ as moch as if we 
inhabited the two Poles. It is certain 
we are” of ſtricter morals than) you 
Freucb; what I have frequently 250 
menthoel in Paris as ati affair of gal- 
lantr y ny, would have been looked 

upon "as" an atrocious crime,” by bs 
fle othatic” Iflanders. 1 remember 4 
jon gte, Which hap Gio” to 10 
once at PAH, that will do to Jotify 
the troch of toy aſſertion, 2 


indie 


3 day at Lady "_ kit; 
amongſt a great deal of good com- 
pany (with which her houſe was 
always crouded) there was a live- 
ly. pretty · looking young man, whom 
I afterwards found out to be the Mar- 


quis de Pu, ſo famous tor bis ſuc- 
ee the Ladies, and particu- 
larly 
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larly. with. a great Princeſs,z, the con- 
* verſation turned upon the force and 
duration of an attachment formed in 
extreme youth, in preference to thoſe 

contracted i in riper years: The. Mar- 
quis, with a vivacity which is pecu- 
liar to him, ſaid, that the firſt. intrigue 


he had ever had, was with his on No- 


ther; 2 he came from College very 

oung. and. uſed frequently to fir by 
po bed - ide, in ſhotr, be thoug rhe 
her. the handſomeſt woman he Pad 
ever ſeen; and ſhe (who was probably 
worn out with vice) found the ip. 
of novelty in his youth and innocence. 
He did not tell this ſtory fo decently 
as I do. How ſhall I deſcribe to you, 


my friend, the horror and amazement 


which ſeized my ſenſes at this aſtoniſh- 
ing recital! 1 felt my face burn with 
ſhameand indignation; ; when, recover- 
ing a little from my confuſion, I per- 

ceived 


tos 
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ceived chat the ſtory had affected no- 
body but myſelf; che company ſeem- 
ed to be no ways moved at it; only 
Lady S— faid, * Fye, Marquis, let 
mexounſe]) you never to tell that anec- 
dote .of yourſelf. and Mother again; 
it opgkt to be buried, in oblivion?” 
Bur Eperceive that, without intending 
it. 1 am inſennbly writing a fatire 
upon a nation, which I | both love, and 
kongt; however, giye me leave to 
think, chat your people in high life 
have relaxed their moral ſyſtem rather, 
too much. 1 cannot, indeed, with juſę 
tice, make an eulogium on the man- 
ners of our great folks; yet it muſt be. 
Ps that, however Teo their, 


„ 


have” (lometimes) 1 Ss enough to. 
conceal, what they have not always 
virtue enough to refrain from the 

practice 
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this caſe, be a virtue or a wired lane 


to your Sorbonne to determine. 


I admire the deſcription y 101 5 | 


me of your 5 EP} acquainrani e; they 
are what are called, mighty ood ſort 
of people, and, like moſt” of thoſe, 
whom the ill-judging part of the 
world honor with that epithet, very 
vnentertainitig ; they ſeem to me, to 
be of that ſpecies of bein g8, to whom 
Providence has given Wolz by way 
of ſalt, to keep them from ſtinking; 

the thought. is (if I remember) G. 
cero's, and can never be better appli- 


ed, than on this occaſion. I am̃ ſorry 


to find, Adelaide, that you remember 


the promiſe I ſo unguardedly made 
you, of ſhewing you the Journal of 


my Life, fot it would be doing, it too 
much N to tall it © a Hiſtory how- 
j Aenne 1402 ever, 


: 
* * '4 
4 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
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ever, I will not recede from my word, 
but, will indubitably ſand it you, by 
the firſt ſafe conveyance that offers, it 
being too large a packet to go by the 
-poſt. Iam aſhamed of the length of this 
letter; it is the conſequence of havigg 
nothing to do. My Sifter's children 
weretaken ill of the ſmall-pox, the day 
ſhe was to have ſer out for London, fo 
I am left to finiſh my buſineſs here, 
which, when done, I ſhall go down to 
their ſeat in the country. Adieu, dear 
- friend, continue to love me, and 
write ſoon to your faithful | 


c. w. 
1 am very 4 to hear of your 
Brother's indiſpoſition; my beſt 


compliments to him, and ſay, I 


have not forgot the commiſſion 
be fayoured me with 


LE T- 


2. dun, Wiur ian 


+ 36 dear Ciantorre, 123 
11 did, not know you to be 4 
1 Coſmopolite, I ſhould ſuſpect your 
Having imbibed ſome of the prejudices 
of your countrymen, who are ſaid to 
hold all nations in contempt but their 
own, and particularly us their neigh- 
'bours: The two inſtances you, my Dear, 
have given, to prove the immorality of 
the French, are ſtrong; but I hope you 
will allow them to be very uncom- 
mon. The ſtory of the Count 44 
Jam much obliged to you for; J have 
heard ſome part of it before, but 
never underſtood it clearly till now; 
it is a curious anecdote to thoſe who 
know the parties. As to the Mar- 
quis of P—, neither he, nor any other 
Vol. I. D man, 
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man, could ever have been drawn 
into the commiſſion of ſo horrid a 
crime, as that which he had the au- 
dacity to mention at Lady S—'s, by 
the means of any other woman, than 
the Marchioneſs his Mother; who was 
(as you muſt have heard) the Meſalina 
of her time. We may, therefore, with 
confidence hope, that there is not 
ſuch another inſtance to be found 
either in ours, or any other Chriſtian 
country; and if there were no appa- 
rent marks of ſurprize in the faces 
of thoſe who were preſent at ſo hor- 
rid a recital, it muſt have been, be- 
cauſe they, being Parifiens, had fre- 
quently heard the circumſtance, which 
is known to the whole world, at leaſt 
in Francs; and he, too, might men- 
tion it with that ſeeming eaſe, as ſup- 

0 every daa preſent to be ac- 
5 _ quainted 


E ETT EN MW 9 
' © guainted with it. I have myſelf 
heard it above a hundred times, but 
never told without horror and de- 
teſtation by the narrator. The world is, 
perhaps, not ſo very bad as it ſeems 
to be the prevailing faſhion to think 
it: Virtue and Vice are blended in 
moſt characters. I am of your famous 
Pope's opinion, when he ſays, 

Virtuous and vicious every man muſt be, 
Few in the extreme, but all in the degree, 
The rogue and fool, by turns, is fair andwiſe, 
And even the beſt, by fits, what they 

deſpiſe. 


IT am obliged for the tranſlation 
to our Abbe du Reſnel. Yet where 
vice” preponderates in the ſcale, I 
think we may pronounce the character 
a bad one, and, as being ſuch, it 
ſhould be ſhunned by all thoſe who 
profeſs themſelves her enemy. | 
er D 2 Was 


Was this maxim put rigidly im 
practice, without favouring the perſons 
of the Great, Vice would ſoon be out 
of countenance, and her votaries con- 
demned to live in ſolitude, a ſitua- 
tion which Virtue alone can render 
agreeable, and conſequently muſt be 
' Infupportable to Vice; oblige a liber- 
tine to live, for one week only, by 
himſelf, and I am perſuaded he will, 
from conviction, confeſs, that he is 
the worſt of company. It is a ſtrange 
thing that mankind, who in general are 
partial to their own opinion in all other 
caſes, ſhould in this prefer the appro- 
bation of the world to their own, by 
acting in a manner they know to be 
wrong, and then taking all the pains 
imaginable to conceal their bad con- 
duct from their acquaintance; not 
conſidering how injuriouſly they are 

treating 
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treating themſelves, whilſt they are 
trying to deceive others: Thus it fre- 
quently happens, that they who have 
done premeditated ill actions without 
remorſe, have died of the wound given 
to their vanity, by the juſt contempt 
they have met with from the world on 
being diſcovered. This could never 
happen if we ſet a proper value on 
our approbation of ourſelves. I am 
led to this reflection from being, a few 
days ago, in company with Mrs. 
., a ſenſible Iriſb woman, who ran 
away from the tendereſt of parents, 
to follow, what you always term, an 
Triſh rebel, or one of that nation in 
the King of France's ſervice. One 
fault is ſeldom unaccompanied by 
others, conſequently the next ſtep 
was to renounce the religion of her 
Fathers, ad. become a Roman Ca- 
31: D 3 41 belic, 
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"tholic, under the title of a new 
convert, which you know there is 
a foundation for at Paris, and by 
Proper application the King's pen- 
ſion may be obtained: She applied 
for it, and ſucceeded, ſo that ſhe 
gained the end for which (I preſume) 
The forſook her faith; and is now, 
In conſequence of not liking her 
huſband (who is poor, being reduced 
to half-pay,) and the diſapprobation 
of her own conduct, dying by 
inches, and at preſent a walking 
ſpectre: her huſband is illiterate, and 
a bigot; they are generally ſynoni- 
mous. He is what I have heard you 
call, a red hot Papiſt, and would 
C0 ſuppoſe) burn you Proteſtants with- 
out the leaſt remorſe, for the love of 
God and the Holy Inquiſition. Such 
is the — force of ſuperſtition, 
which | 
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which eradicates from the breaſt 
every benevolent principle of huma- 
nity, and, like a ſorcereſs, having 
enchanted the optics of reaſon, con- 
verts cruelty, and every monſtrous 
phantom of a diſtempered brain, into 
the inviting forms of the moſt ſacred 
duty. Such as I have painted him 
ſhe ſees him, and feeling that ſhe is 
libelled by her choice, cannot ſurvive 
the thought, How might ſhe have 
ſpared her heart all the pangs it 
now - ſuffers, by following the laws 
of God and Nature, in honouring 
and obeying her parents! -Let the 
ties of blood alone; it is an ungenerous 


and an inhuman act to wound the 


hearts of thoſe, whoſe tender care has 
raiſed our infancy, and whoſe friend- 
ly hand is ever ready to ſupport and 
direct our riper years. But I find I 

dC am 


is LETTER VI; 


am ĩmperceptibly writing a-ſermon z 
excuſe me, my dear Charlotte, in 
favdur of the candour with which 
I have ſpoke on the ſubject of the 
religion I profeſs, and which, diveſted 
of bigotry and ſuperſtition, I reve- 
rence and honour; fince it does not 
forbid me to love and admire virtue, 
though I ſhould! find her in Few, 
| Turk, or Gentile... Adieu, my dear 
Barone, your abſence is a real miſ- 
fortune to me, and flings a gloom 
over all my ideas; return, then, * 
reſtore to gaiety and comfort 
heart of your ever affectionate 


24th | DAvorviiie, 


ET My. macker dun See 
enen he gave you, 
but it is no wonder; poor man, 

ug eden ome psc have a 


„% 
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quarter of a ſenſe left. I wiſh 
you would ſend him a ſmall 
parcel of them back, as I am 
convinced that they are all in 
your poſſeſſion. We ſet out for 
Paris next week. 


— 


my dear friend, hitherto my failings 
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To Mademoiſelle D* Amis e 


My dear ADELAiDE, 


You are quite a moral Philoſopher; 
I had half a mind to have put your 
fo! into one of our Literary Journals, 
or the good of the public, Nothing 
can be more judicious than are your 


_ remarks on the character of Mrs, K—; 


and when you have read my Memoirs, 
u will ſee how ſenſibly I muſt 
fel the truths you have wrotez but, 


have 
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bave teen hid from you; you knew 

me only, when the iron hand of 
affliction had taught me to regulate 
my conduct by reaſon's rules; or 
| ratherz perhaps, when misfortune had, 
in a, great, meaſure annihilated my 
paſſions; for we are apt to charge 
Nature with all our faults, but make 
our. virtues paſs for the effect of our 
reaſon and choice; and both unjuſtly, 
However this may be, vou might 
have remained for ever ignorant of 

the weakneſſes of your friend, had 
not your curioſity, and my raſh 
| promiſe, obliged me to lay my boſom 
bare. before you, by narrating the 
| Ptinci events of my life. I have 
applied myſelf aſſiduouſiy to that 
effect for ſome time, but I meet with 
ſo man man y, interruptions, in t the work, 


hat. J. er i vil be very deſcctive 
25 Honig | and 
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and incorrect; however; the facts are 
there, though looſely and negligently 
thrown together; it is fit only for the 
peruſal ar a friend; and no one elſe, 
I truſt, will ever 15 it, fince I have 
your word of honour that it'ſhall never 
be ſhewn but to the Marquis your 
Brother. Indeed you accuſe me un- 
juſtly, Adelaide; I have none of that 
Gentleman's ſenſes : How can ybu be 
ſo childiſh as to talk in that manner? 
I could almoſt quarrel with you for 
| trifling | on ſo ferious a ſubject as that 
of a hopeleſs paſſion : If, indeed, the 
Marquis has conceived ſuch à one 
for me, as you would make me be- 
heve, he is infinitely to be pitied ; 
and ſo am I, by being the invo- 
luntary cauſe of inquietude to a man 
for whom I have the higheſt eſteem, 
and, if 1 may be allowed the ex- 

preſſion, 
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pert of tendereſt friendſhip; but 
no more H n this ſul ject, I | 2 


Of Lal - 5 


2 u now tell Rb that I have 


dey £1 L070 P. bill to pay, ſince the 
Plaintiff 1 is caſt with colts of ſuit. 
80 having now nothing to do in 
town, 1 all ſet out, in a few days, 
for Sir Charles's ſeat in the country, 
$ 1 long to ſee both him and his 


Ady. My eldeſt Brother has been 
1 town with me for ſome time; 
my Father is confined in the count * 
with the gout, ſo cannot be ks! 

1 have ſeen the worth y Mr. Smith; 
But vou know nothing of him yet; 
when you do, I expect you to be in 
oye PR him; he agg I. Nerf very 


£ 
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near dying with joy at the ſight of 
each other; his age could not bear 
ſuch a torrent of tenderneſs and plea- 
ſure, as the ſight of me raiſed, ig 
him; on my part, the lively, ten 
bility I had of his more than pa/ 
rental goodneſs to me, my love _ 
veneration of his character, Joined 
to the warm . gratitude, with, which 
my heart glowed, on tlie mem- 
brance of all the benefits I had. re- 
ceived from him, overcame me, 
and, on approaching him, 1 fainted 
away in his arms; his years, and | 
. tenderneſs for me, rendered him in- 
capable of ſupporting me, ſo that 
had not a ſervant been preſent, I do 
not know what would have become. 
of either of us. When 1 recovered, I 
condemned my indiſcretion and want 


ſenſarion 3 


* 


SS LESTFER VI. * 
ſenſation ; but I was unguarded againſt 
Pleaſure; ! from beinglunuſed to expe- 
rience its effects. ] begged my friend 
and benefactor to pardon the vivacity 
of my joy on ſeeing him again; W 
had been much alarmed during 

ſoene ; however, I ſtayed: the whole 
day with him; and had the ſatiſ- 
faction of leaving him pretty well 
compoſed at night.— Lou will ſay, 
why, what is Mr. Smith to me? 
1 ranſyer, a great deal, when you 
have read my ſtory, which I ſhall 
ſend you ſhortly. Pray, my Dear, 
try to forget it before I return to 
France. My friendſhip to the Mar- 
quis; I fear he is ill, by not having 
heard from you lately. Adieu, diſpel 
my apprehenſions by a a line to your 
ee 


*Tta pears as if ſome letters had been loft be- 
tween this of Mrs. Williams's, and the following 
one from Mademoiſelle D' Angeville. 
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o- no longer be ſurprized 

at my filence, when L nform 
you, that my Brother has been, for 
ſore time, in an ill ſtate — 
indeed he has never been well ſince 
we parted with you, my dear C 
lotte,” at Calas. I perceived; with 
inexpreſſible concern, that he'fi6uriſh- 
ec in his breaſt a paſſion fort you, 
which deſtroyed: his conſtitution. I 
propoſed going into the country, 
to ſee what change of air would 
do; but perceiving him grow weaker 
aud paler every day, I Judged it ne- 
ceffary to bring him back to Paris. 
is Phyſician told me, that the 
Wage ee was bar * the 
Rh, reach 
S 1.4 
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reach of medicine, as he apprehended 
it to proceed from an affection of 
the mind, not a diſeaſe of the body, 
though the latter was always the con- 


ſequence of the former; he added, 


that if I knew the cauſe of my Bro- 
ther's melancholy, 1 ought to en- 
deavour, by reaſon and argument, 
to leſſen its force, and to convince 
him of its pernicious conſequences, 
as well as of its inutility. This diſ- 
courſe made me think that I ought 


to probe the wound; and that, per- 
haps, when he was thoroughly con- 


vinced of the impoſſibility of attain- 
ing his defires, he might exert him- 


ſelf, and in time pet the better of a 


hopeleſs paſſion ; with this thought, | 


after having one day talked much of 
you, and the ſingular turn of your 
character, I ventured to aſſert, that 

you 


LETTER: VIII, 49 


you was no longer ſuſceptible of 
the under paſſions ; and, in order to 
ſupport my opinion, I drew out of my 
pocket the firſt letter you wrote me 
after your arrival in England. But oh, * 
Charlotte! how ſhall 1 be able to 
deſcribe to you the ſequel of this A 
dreadful ſcene? Into what an abyſs 
of miſery has my indiſcretion plunged | 
me He heard the letter read with 
great attention, when, looking at me 
with all the marks of ineffable grief 
painted in his face, he ſaid, Ithank 
you, Siſter, for deciding my fate; | 
Hope is now, no more; I ſhall die 
content, ſince the ſtroke is given by 
the too amiable Charlotte. He turned a 
pale on pronouncing _ theſe words, | 
and fell back in his chair: I flew to 
his aſſiſtance, and found his head and 
hands burning hot: We put him to 
Vor. I | E bed | 
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bed immediately; his fever increaſed; . 
the Phyſicians ſeem to think him in 
danger; he obſtinately refuſes to take 
any. of the medicines preſcribed 7 his 
Doctors. | 


I read bim, to- OY a rad > in 
your laſt letter, where you ſay, That 
you are ſorry to have been the innocent 
cauſe of inquietude to a man, for 
whom you have the higheſt eſteem * 
and add, (“ if I may be permitted the 
expreſſion) the tendereſt friendſhip,” 


_ He raiſed. his languid head, and, 
looking at me, ſaid, ©* I am infinitely 
honoured by her friendſhip ; but my 
heart aſpires at more; nor can I live, 
unleſs by a miracle I could inſpire 
her with a tenderer ſentiment for me 
than that of eſteem ; but, alas, (added 


hey) there can never hoc and ſo ging. 
en bHmỹ⏑ktd VOY en 
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with a deep ſigh, ſunk down again 
upon his pillow. Write to him, my 
dear Charlotte; on my knees I beg 
you to ſave his life; mine depends 
on his recovery ; ſoften your ſtile, 
my Dear; and if you cannot love, at 
teaſt do not tell him ſo. Command 
him to live; he will exert his utmoſt 


power to obey you, by taking proper 


remedies ; in ſhort, reſtore my brother 
to the afflicted heart of 


Your faithful, but almoſt diftrated | 
D'ANGEVILLE. 


LE T. TR IX 
To Mademoiſelle D"ANGEVILLE. 


H, Adelaide, what a taſk have 
you impoſed upon me! and 
how have you wounded my heart, by 
| E 2 the 
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te account you give me of the Mar- 
uis's preſent ſituation ! Grief, Pity, 
fiend, all combine to make me 


etched T w6uld ſactifice my life, 


with pleaſure, to reſtore him again to 
health and peace ; but Love, is it in 
our power ? Or, if it were, could I, 
ought I, ever again to ne | it into 
my brealt ? 


1 here inches a letter to your 
Brother, in compliance wich your re- 
queſt; I wiſh it may contribute to 
his recovery; I have ſaid all that 
friendſhip can expect from me in it, 
and more, perhaps, than prudence 


will approve ʒ [ have expoſed my 
heart to his view, without the leaſt 
reſerve: Let him read it, and if he 
can. there. find; any ground for hope, 
Tthall be glad of it, as I moſt fincetely 
wiſn him both = and happineſs; 

bus 
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but cannot give them to him at the 
expence of my veracity. = 


Adelaide, my ſpirits are depreft, I 
ſhall not know a moment's cafe till J 


hear from you again. 
| Yours, as ever, C. W. 


My Brother and Siſter are much 
yours. I ſent the promiſed Me- 
moirs, by one of the King's 

Meſſengers, before I left town; 
1 ſuppoſe our Ambaſſador has 
ſent it you before now. I have 
employed a man ever fince you 
requeſted to ſee them, and 1 
think he has been very expedi- 
tious in tranſcribing them; it is 
true, he has worked every day, 


and all the day, at them. 


„ © LBT- 


LETTER.X; 
To the Marquis D'Ai1s 2: 

Haas Fi 
T. is impoſlible for me to deſcribe 
the uneaſineſs which a letter I re- 
ceived yeſterday, from Mademoiſelle 
D*Angeville, has given me. To know 
you dangerouſly ill, and to be told 
that I am the unhappy cauſe of your 
indiſpoſition, is not leſs ſurprizing than 
painful to me. If in reality you have 
that affection for me, which your Siſter 
aſſures me of, you will ſpare my heart 
the wound of having deprived my 
deareſt friend of a beloved Brother. Be 
certain, that, ſhould this be the caſe, 
peace muſt for ever be a ſtranger to 
my breaſt, You muſt live, Sir, 
or my future exiſtence will be im- 
bittered by the ſight of that very 
Siſter, who has, for ſo many years, 


LET HEN X. $5 
been the delight and comfort of it. 
How will ſhe ever bear to look upon 
the wretch who robbed her of you ? 
Alas, the thought chills my blood 
with horror! Is this a return to make 
her for her conſtant and tender at- 
tachment to me? And could ſhe, 
from an effort of generous pity, for- 
give my involuntary erime; yet 
what would conſole me for the loſs of 
2 friend, I ſo highly eſteemed and 

valued as yourſelf? - I therefore beg 
of you, dear Sir, for my ſake, to uſe 
all poſſible methods for your recovery; 
remember, my peace depends on your 
compliance with this requeſt. I have 
ſent your Siſter the Story of my Life; 
beg ſhe would read it to you; and, 
when you have heard it, if you ſhould 
think it poſſible for my heart to be 
again ſuſceptible of a tenderer ſenti- 
| E 4 ment 
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ment than that of friendſhip, uſe your 

endeavours to inſpire me with it. You 

Have glready my fincereft regard, and 

ſenſibility of your worth; but my 

heart is, I fear, dead to Love; obtain 

that, and I promiſe you the hand of 

E - - your ever faithful and affectionate 
= friend „ „.. 

| P. . 1 ſhall not be long before 

3 Jap 1 return to Paris; 1 therefore 

* „it that you do not anſwer 

e and expeRt t6 be obeyed. 


* 
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Ithought proper to inſert the Mx Mols here, 
s the reſt of the Letters were apparently wrote 
üſter Mademoiſelle D' Angewille had read them, 
_ - and ta which they frequently allude. F 
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Mrs. WILLIAMS. 


T Father was a Gentleman of 
an ancient family in the Weſt 
of England, and one of the Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament for the county in 
which he lived. He had an eſtate of 
three thouſand pounds a year, He 
married the daughter of a neighbour- 
ing Gentleman, who had more beauty 
than fortune, and more birth than 
either of them, her Father having the 
right to a Peerage, but could never 
be prevailed upon to rn wap the title, 


® I have kd the real names into fQitious 
ones, in order to avoid giving offence. 
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becauſe the eſtate, which belonged t to 
it, had been left from him. 


”E'was*the firſt fruit of their 1 union, 
about nine months after their mar- 
riage. Never, ſure, were two people of 
more different characters united, than 
my Father and Mother were: He was, 

in theory, a Philoſopher, loved 70405 
ing, had had a liberal education, was 
born with ſtrong natural N ſome 
derſtanding, which Was Fe 
fine, he had cultivated by travelling, 
and à moſt extenſive knowledge' of 
bocks; he read mankind with too 
critical an eye, which naturally led 
him to diſlike them; the conſequence 
of Which was, that he was ſatyrical 
and moroſe: Whether this Wil of 
mind in reality proceeded. from the 
reaſon. J have Juſt given, or was occa- 
— ſioned 


Mrs. "Mani ot 59 


ſioned by dome diſappointments he had 
met with in his youth, I know not; 
or whether it might not, as I have 
ſometimes ſuſpected, have proceeded 
from his being connected with my 
Mother, who was, in every reſpect, 
the leaſt calculated of any woman 
living to make him happy. She was 
gay, giddy, illiterate, good natured, 
and vain to an exceſs; ſhe had juſt 
that ſhare of underſtanding, . which 
Nature ſeems to have diſpoſed of, in 
equal but ſmall parcels, amongſt my 
ſex; ſhe preſided with grace at her table, 
dreſſed well, (I mean, in that happy me- 
dium which is juſt in the faſhion, with- 
out ever approaching the extremes, ) 
in ſhort, like what ſhe was—a Gen- 
tlewoman. She could keep up a con- 
verſation, for a day together, with 
i. and ſpirit, without ſaying any 

* z 
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thing; the was, what the world calls, 
2 very, ' agreeable woman; but what my 
Father thought a. very trifling one, 
She was, however, a "good breeder, 
for in the courſe of ſeven years the 
had Þroug he my Father as many 
children. 7 he education of the boys 
was eafily decided, as it was left en- 
tirely to my Father's direction; but that 
of the girls (of which we were two) 
occuffoned violent debates between 
our parents. My Father aſſerted, that 
women were rendered fooliſh and fl. 
diculdus by their education, and that, 
if their minds were properly cultivated; 
they might be made rational beings 
as well as the men. My Mother, on 
che contrary, inſiſted, that they were, 
without education, more rational than 
their Maſters; and that learning (as 
ſhe termed it) only ſerved. to render 


ein! 12857 
2 2 girl 
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4 girl ridiculous in the eyes of her 
own ſex, and contemptible in thoſe of 
the men. She affirmed, that a girl 
ought to ſactifice to the Graces rather 
than to Minerva; In ſhort, this difs 
pute ended, mY | 

both parties being confirmed, in the 
tectitude of their proper opinion. 
However, as 1 was now near ſeven 
years old, it was neceſſary, to, deci 
the affair, ſo they compounded mat- 
ters, and it was agreed between them, 
that my Father ſhould bring me up 
according to his own. plan; and, that 
ſhe ſhould have the entire direction 
and diſpoſal of my Siſter, Sephia, who 
was... one year younger than, my- 
ſelf. From this moment I became 


the fayonrite of my Father, and the 
averſion, of my Mother. I had al- 


9 
- 


ready ſhewed a taſte for reading, 
5 though 


diſputes 90 in 
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though ſo young, by purchafing 
little ſtory books, with all the money 
I could ſcrape together, This circum- 
ſtance — been obſerved by my 
Father, might probably have deter- 
mined his choice between my Siſter 
and me. Be that as it may, I was 
now become his pupil, and was or- 
dered to attend him, in his library, 
every morning after breakfaſt, where 
he heard me read, and choſe my 
books; he taught me the elements 
of Geography, and made me read 
Hiſtory, with the Globes before me; 
always making me point out upon 
them, the part of the world I was 
then reading about: In ſhort, I took 
as much pleaſure in learning, as he 
did in teaching me. Thus, in a ſhort 
time, by \ continually ſtudying ' the 
modes of government of different 

* nations. 
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nations, . their climates, ſituatzons, 
manners, c. I inſenſibly became a 
little politician, and read the hews- 
papers with more pleaſure, and, T may 
venture to ſay, with more Intelli 
gence, than moſt of my ſex do at a 
much riper age. He did not confine 
my ſtudies to Reading and tlie Globes 
alone; I had Maſters to teach me 
French, Writing, Arithmetic; Draw- 
ing, and Dancing; Muſic, he ſaid; was 
ſuch. an enchantreſs, that if I had a 
taſte for it, I ſhould dedicate too much 
of my time to it, and if I had none, 
I ſhould never make any proficiency 
in the art; and that it would always 
be in my power, in a ſhort time, to 
learn to ſing a ballad, and thrum the 
guitarre, after 1 had learned what he 
thought much more eſſential, and 
which he called the Science of think- 

ing 
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ing and acting with judgment and 
propriety. Young as I was, I ſoon 
found the utility of his leſſons on 
theſe two important ſubjects. The 
part I had to play, i in my little ſphere, 
was by no means an eaſy one; for 1 
could not avoid perceiving, that as I roſe 
in the eſteem of my Father, I fell in that 
of my Mother, whoſe diſlike of me had 
now almoſt increaſed into an averſion, 
I remember that, one day, on my en- 
tering, the room where Sophia and ſhe 
were fitting together, ſhe ſaid to me, 
4 So, Madam, how comes it that 
your wiſdom condeſcends to hold con- 
verſe with mine, and your Siſter's 
ignorance ? I ſuppoſe you mean to 
criticiſe every word we ſpeak, by way 
of amuſing yourſelf at our expence z 
but we will not give you that pleaſure, 
for we will go out, and leaye you to 
| your 
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your learned: xeverics.” 80 ſaying, 


ſhe roſe from Herchair. I aſſured *A 
with gteat hufnility,” that her com- 
-pany was ever both inſtructive and 


pleaſing to me; and begged her; almoſt: 


with tears, not to deprive me of it 
then. But ſhe gave me a look full 


of anger and contempt, and flounced 


out of the room. Sopbia followed her. 


becauſe ſhe durſt not do otherwiſe. In 
this manner ſhe generally treated me, 


whenever I preſented myſelf before 


her, my Father not being with me; 
ſo that, at laſt, I avoided her almoſt 
as much as ſhe did me: And thoſe 


hours which were not ſpent with my 


Father, I paſs'd in my own room by 


myſelf, or with my Maſters. At din- 
ner, however, we always met, when 


it paſt with gteat reſpect on my fide, 
and a cold civility. on her's, » Sophia 


Vox. I. F was 
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 good-natured girl, and uſed 


was 4 


frequently, when ſhe came into my 


room, to beg of me, with tears in 


her eyes, not to impute to her my 
Mother's ill-treatment of me : She 


profeſſed, in the warmeſt terms, her 


love and value for me, and begged 
the continuation of my friendſhip for 


her; which I readily donne, as ſhe 
was no way anſwerable for the ca- 
prices of my Mother. I ſaw, however, 
with infinite concern, that I was a 


theme of perpetual contention be- 


tween my parents; and one day, be- 


ing alone with my Father, I intreated 
him, with the utmoſt energy, to ceaſe 
ſhewing any partiality to me; I re- 
queſted him to give me my leſſons 
privately, and that I would ſtudy 
them in my own room by myſelf; ; 


1 begged of him, not to require my 


Preſenoe 


4. 
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preſence ſo frequently. in his library, 
as I perceived. that my depriving my 
Mother of ſo much of his company, 
was diſplealing to her, and drew 
upon me her reſentment. He an- 
ſwered me, with ſome warmth, ©* That 
he was maſter of his own time, and 
ſhould difpoſe of it as he pleaſed 
and that he, ſhould not alter, nor 
ſuffer me to change, either the man- 
ner or nature of my ſtudies, on any 
conſideration whatſoever.” Thus I was 
condemned to ſuffer what I could nat 
avoid; however, the affliction I felt 

on being the cauſe (though an inno- 
cent one) of the daily diſſentions, and 
increaſe of coolneſs between my pa- 
rents, wrought at laſt upon my conſti- 
tution, and I became thin, pale, 
and languid ; and, inſtead of that flow 
of ſpirits which was natural to me, 1 
Es . nl 


\ 
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grew penſive, inactive, and melan- 
choly. My Father was the firſt who 
perceived the declining ſtate of my 
health, and aſked me, -one day, with 
great tenderneſs, What was my com- 
plaint? and whether I was really ill or 
no? I anſwered him, that I was cer- 
tainly far from being well, but that 
J did not know what was the matter 
with me. He replied, with vivacity, 
* But I do; it is your Mother's ill 
treatment of you that breaks your 
heart ; ſhe would be glad of it; but 
I ſhall take care to prevent her having 
that ſatisfaction, by removing you 
out of the reach of her malice,” So 
ſaying, he left me. I judged, from 
bis words, that I was deſtined to leave 
home ſoon, for ſome time, and I was 
-not ſorry for it. That day, at dinner, 
amy, Father, looking at me with an 


Mrs, WriuLtams 69 


air of more familiar good humour 
than uſual, ſaid, Charlotte, my Dear, 


ſhould you like to ſee London?” Lan- 


ſwered, Yes, Sir; there are many things 


in it which J have often wiſhed to ſee, 


and if you was to go with me, I think 


I ſhould be delighted with ſuch a 


journey. I don't anſwer for that, re- 


plied he, but 1 promiſe you that you 
ſhall go there, if it is agreeable to 


you, I will write to-morrow to my 


Siſter, to inform her of my intention 
of letting you paſs the winter with 
her: She has often aſked you of me, 


but, till now, I thought you too 


young: Indeed, added he, (ſmiling) 
you are not very old now; but if 


your years may be counted by your 


knowledge, you ought no longer to 

be looked upon as a child. ” I bowed, . 

and bluſhed at this praiſe; the firſt I * 
F 3 had 
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had ever heard from my Father's, 
mouth; and, indeed, I believe it was 
meant more to pique . my Mother 
than-to flatter me, and I was ſorry 
for the motive. She made no reply; 
but I ſaw in her countenance, that ſhe. 
was nat pleaſed with my Father's in- 
tention of ſending me to my Aunt's. 
I. did not penetrate her reaſons at 
that time; but 1 ſoon found, that ſhe. 
was jealous of the improvements I 
might make in London, by having 
better Maſters than could be pro- 
cured in the country, as well as from 
being introduced into a larger circle 
of genteel company than J had hi- 
therto been: Theſe were advantages | 
which ſhe wiſhed for Sephia, but not 
for me; or rather the latter, which 
ſhe held a neceſſary part of a young 


Lady's education; and indeed, in her 
opinion, 


-- 
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opinion, was the moſt eſſential part 
of it, as it, "ſhe ſaid, gave eaſe and 
grace, a knowledge of faſhions, and 
a kind of ſmall-talk, which, all toge- 
ther, contributed to form the fine 
Lady: She had therefore laid the plan 
of ſending, Sophia to my Aunt's, and 
was conſequently. vaſtly mortified to 
find, that J had ſuperſeded her. 1 
muſt here remark, that my Father (for 
what reaſons I know not) had con- 
ſtantly gone to London every winter, 
during the Seſſions of Parliament, 
alone, and could never be prevailed 
upon to let my Mother accompany 
him thither: However, I have fre- 
quently heard him ſay, when preſſed 
upon the ſubject, that when his chil - 
dren were grown up, he would take a 
houſe in town, but not till then. Bat 
2 i About 
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About a month after my Father 
bad declared his intention of ſending, 
me from home, I was ordered to pack 
up my cloaths, and informed, that I 

was to ſet out the next day, with my 
Father, for: my. Aunt's country ſeat, 
which was about thirty miles diſtance 
from. our houſe. I took an affection- 
ate leave of my dear Sophia, who ſhed 
figods. of unfeigned tears on parting 
with me z when embracing me with” 
the utmoſt, tenderneſs, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
was aſharned of her want of generoſity, 
in thus. his her own Ar e 


to mine. 61 
During our journey my Father en- 


deavoured to give me ſome idea of 
tlie characters I was going to live 
with, He told me, with 4 ſmile, 
_ That is nen was a great fool, 


and 
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and conſequently thought herſelf ex- 
tremely wiſe; for (added he) it be- 
longs only to the happy few, who are 
really ſo, to doubt of their own ca- 
pacities. She was an old maid when 
ſhe married, an epithet which ſhe had 
(in common with the reſt of her ſex) 
an averſion to: In order, therefore, 
to get rid of it, ſhe married the firſt 
man who aſked her the queſtion; 
your preſent Uncle was the perſon; 
ſo, without holding it the leaſt neceſſary 
to enquire into his character, diſpoſi- 
tion, Sc. ſhe only informed herſelf. 
of his income; and that being found 
ſufficient to keep her in the rank of 
life in which ſhe had always lived, they 
were married. The joy ſhe felt, on hav- 
ing rubbed off the odium which is ſo 
generally (though, I think, very un- 
juſtly flung upon old maids,) made 
her 
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her not attend, at leaſt for ſome days, 
to the character of her Huſband, T0 
which, however, ſhe was obliged to 
do in' the courſe of fome weeks. He 
is one of thoſe men, who, not being 
able to' make themſelves of any con- 
ſequence abroad, are Czars in their 
own' houſes; His tyranny puts her 
her tg warp and then ſhe vents 
ber ſpleen on the ſervants, and pro- 
bably will ſometimes upon you, my 
Dear. However, you muſt follow this 
unerring rule, which is, to act right,” 
and laugh at the reſt; but not ſo 
as to offend any one: What I mean 
by laughing, is, not to make your- 
ſelf uneaſy, becauſe fools act abſurdly. 
Let her follies be a leſſon to you, to 
avoid practiling what you contemm 
in, bet. As he came to this period 
* „ diſcourſe, wo Arrived. at my. 


| Uncle 8. 
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Uncle's. My Aunt preſented herſelf. 
to us in the hall, and at her heels my 
Uncle. She received my Father with 
an air of real joy, and me with à little 
ton of protection, which mortiſied my 
vanity. * Is that Charlotte; ſaid ſhe: 
Come here, my pretty Dear 3 ſhe's. a 
ſweet child; I ſhall be amazingly fond 
of her, I perceive, then patted me 
on the cheek, and chucked me under 
the chin. My Uncle kiſſed me, ſaying. 


I was a fine young Lady, and ſhould | 


make many a pretty. fellow's heart 
ach: To which my Father anſwered, - 
I hope not; I would not have her 
ſatyrized by the addreſſes of the fops - 
and puppies of the preſent ageG. 


But not to dwell too long upon 
trifles, I ſhall haſten on with my 
Story. My Father, then, having ſtayed 
a week at my Uncle's, took his leave, 

2 in 
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in order to return home. This was 
the firſt time I was ever ſeparated: 
from him, except when he made his 
ſhort excurſions to London; and 1 
really believe, that the diſuniting of the 
ſoul from the body could not have 
been more painful to me. He ſeemed 
touched with my ſenſibility, but chid 
me, ſaying, © Take care, child, leſt 
what you may think an effect of 
tenderneſs, does not deviate (by its 
exceſs) into either paſſion or weak-" 
neſs ; ſubdue, Charlotte, as much as 
poſſible, the too lively ſuſceptibility 
of your heart; it will otherwiſe run 
away with you, and then you will 
find it a ſource of eternal affliction. 
Adieu, my dear girl, I ſhall fee you 
ſome part of the winter in town.” 
= So ſaying, he ſtepped into his eee 
| and drove off. 8 
| 0 We 


. — — —— — a 
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| We. ſtayed about a month in the 
country after my Father had left us, 
when we ſat out for London. Nothing 
happened to us worth relating on the 
road; my Uncle and Aunt flept moſt 
part 1 the way; 1 was employed in 
.catching the former's hat, which 
Frequently fell off, as he-nodded, and 
the coach jolted ; this, with the 
objects I met with on the road, (all 
of which were new to me,) made the 
journey not appear long, though we 
were three days in going the ſame 
ground, which we might now travel 
in one, with eaſe, ſo much are the 
roads improved ſince that time. 1 
Was extremely delighted at the ſight 
of London; it appeared like a little 
world -to me, from the number of 
-its houſes, and the multitude of peo- 
-ple1 ſaw in the ſtreets. My Uncle's 
houſe was a very good one, and look- 
ed 
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eck into the Park. The morning af. 
ter our arrival, when I came down tb 
breakfaſt, 1 found a young Gentle- 
man in my Aunt's dreſſing-room, 
whom ſhe immediately preſented to 
me, as the Nephew and Heir of my 
Uncle. I took very little notice 0 | 
him, extepting that 1 thought he 
Was à 880d pretty figute. He paid 
me f compliments, which I hard- 
lx attended to enough to appear civil; 
however, I thanked him, upon his | 
offering to attend me to the Play, 
Opera, Ridotto, Er. for ſights we 
what my little heart ſighed after, 
moch n more chan ne from the 
men. 

As his young n will he a 7 
principal actor in the firſt | ſcene of my 
| life, 1 muſt beg leave to introduce 


him to your acquaintanct: : He was 


about Tnenty years of age, rathet 
tall 
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«all than ſhort, rem. ably; well 
made, ſlim, and, genteel , his com- 
Plexion was fair; he had light hair, 

and blue eyes, which expreſſed, ra- 
ther more. good - nature than ſenſe 3 
he had, indeed, an inexhauſtible fund 
of the former, nor was he in the leaſt 
deficient in the latter: He was lively, 
had ſome humour, and I could ſoon 
perceive was, not a little in love with 
me: Put all theſe ingredients toge- 
ther, and then add, that he was hardly 
ever out f my ſight, and you will not 
think ĩt ſurprizing that I ſhould pre- 
fer him to any other of his ſex, 
whom I ſaw ſeldomer, and who, con- 
ſequently, had leſs opportunities of 
making themſelves. agreeable to me: 

In ſhorr, ] I am perſuaded that I ſhould 
have been in love with him, had not 
my Uncle and Aunt defeated their own 
9 (which was our union) by 
making 


? 
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making him the ſpy over, and-cenſor 
of, all my words and actions. I was | 
never ſuffered to go to any public place 
-unaccompanied by him; and when 
they ſaw any thing in me which they 
wiſhed to reprove, they requeſted him 
to ſhew me my errors, in the gentleſt, 
and politeſt, terms poſſible. With re- 
gret and fear, (as I have ſince heard 
him declare, ) he obeyed their orders 
punctually. I always liſtened to him 
with patience and good humour, and 
muſt confeſs, that he could render 
even advice agreeable, from his man- 
ner of giving it; and would tell me 
of my faults, without mortifying 
mon amour propre. Thus, whilſt 1 
liſtened and admired the Mentor, and 
Friend, by what fatality I know not, 
the Lover vaniſhed; I eſteemed him, 
1 valued him, I would have truſted, 
him with my life z but whenever 1 
thought 
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thought of him as a Huſband, a uni- 
verſal chillneſs ſeized my whole frame, 
and I found that, in this point of 
view, he was become my averſion. 
J was extremely ſhocked at this diſ- 
covery, which I could no way ac- 
count for, and was even aſhamed to 
find that my heart could rebel againſt 
the object which my reaſon and judg- 
ment approved, and which had once 
(as I apprehended) been that of my 
choice. I hoped time would reſtore 
me to reaſon, and, in order to bring 


myſelf the ſooner to it, I made a liſt 


of his virtues, diſſected his mn : 
(which was really agreeable,) and, 


ſhort, - almoſt fell in love with the 
picture I had drawn of him upon 
paper, whilſt the original could not 
touch my heart. Sometimes, when I 
was left alone with him, he would 
talk of books, and other things, with 

Vol. I. G ſo 
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ſo much good ſenſe, perſpicuity, and 
livelineſs, that I have looked at hi 
and thought within myſelf, 1 K 

- amiable, and I do like him; _ 

upon his turning the converſati 


from general topics to his love of "7 
and perhaps approaching to take m 

hand, I have inſtantly been ſeized wit 

the ſame ſhivering, and have involtit .ÞJ. 
tarily ſhrunk from his touch, 28 I 

ſhould have done from that of a viper. 

He often tenderly complained of my 
apparent averſion to him: this thought, 
I perceived, preyed upon his ſpirits g 
my Uncle and Aunt frequently re- 
proached me with my want of ſenſi- 
bility ; in ſhort, when they were re- 
monſtrating to me on the virtues and 
accompliſhments of my Lover, and 
on the abſurdity of my behaviour to 
him, I was often temnpted to beg of 


| them to ſurprize me into a marriage 


with 
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with him, oleh. might have been 
EAR at that time 1 by which means 1 
mould h have been forced to have acted 
right, and my duty, and a ſenſe of 
honour, would,. together, have con- 
tributed to have made me purſue the 
5 55 road to the end: But my ex- 

treme youth and modeſty ſtopped my 
tongue, unhappily for me, as the 
event will proy e. 

In ſhort, the winter paſt bose 
him and me in the ſame manner; 1 
went every where, ſaw every thing ; 
my Father eame ſometimes, and never 
forgot to recommend to me not to 
neglect my ſtudies totally: I gave as 
much of my time as I could to my 
maſters, but, I muſt confels, — 
moch as Tought to have done. 


gd een 


10 ob e e and 


twice 


QI vw 
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twice — day, which was at dinner th 
and ſupper. The ſubjects were, on 
her ſide, complaints of the ſervants, 
- ar of his want of attention to her; 
his were, of the meat's not being well- 
dreſſed, or of herſelf being very ill- 
dreſſed, It is true, that her manner 
of. putting on her cloaths was truly 
in the ſtile of an old maid, and he 
| uſed to affront her extremely, by 

telling her, ſhe would never. rub off 
the ruſt ſhe had been ſo many years 
contracting 3 to which ſhe would an- 
ſwer in a manner which ſometimes 
made me imagine, that the converſa- 
tion might become rather indelicate, 
ſo I uſed generally to retire into my 
on room as ſoon as the table-cloth _ 
Was removed, where I ſtayed till I 
2 was informed that the coffee waited 
for me. On my return into the room, 
1 n found my Uncle faſt afleep ; 
and 
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and my Aunt uſed to take that oppor- 
tunity to obſerve, that ſhe was con- 
vinced 1 no two people could be happy 
in the married Rate, unleſs they had 
children; to which obſervation I could 
make no reply, as I really knew no- 
thing of the matter at that time; but 
I 85 lived to ſee many exceptions to 
this rule, and many inſtances of chil- 
dren being the ſource of diſſention, 
rather than union, between their pa- 
rents: And in either of theſe caſes I 
am of opinion, that the cauſe of their 
diſagreement lies in their own breaſts, 
: ande does not proceed either from their 
having, or not having children, ſince 


if they really loved, valued, and 


eſteemed each other, their reciprocal 
friendſhip would render them invul- 
nerable to the attacks of caprice and 
ill- humour. I have often reflected, 
Wich grief and ſurprize, at the levity 
| G3 with 
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with which young bie enter into 
the ſtate of wedlock: We frequently 
ſee, that if a Lady comes to viſit Miſs's 
Mamma, and aſks the favour of the 
young Lady's company in the country 
for a month, the Mamma conſent- 
8 Ing, Miſs will be very inquiſitive and 
anxious to know the temper and dif-. 
poſition of the Lady ſhe is to be ſo 
long a time with as four weeks, and 
will expreſs great apprehenſi ions, that 
their humours may not ſuit, c. but 
let her ſee an agreeable, handſome 
young Gentleman, whoſe figure pleaſes 
her eye, and ſhe will immediately en- 
ge with him for life, without any 
of thoſe fears or enquiries, which ſhe 
thought ſo neceſſary in a, caſe, of ſo 
much leſs importance; not conſider- 
ing, that on the choice of a Huſband ' 
depends (in all human probability) 


her Maur happineſs or miſery. Let 
me 
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we here beg leave to give a word 
of advice to my own ſex : Experience, 
and an extenſive knowledge of the 
world, have taught me, that when 
ever any woman eſtabliſhes her hap- 
pineſs in the marriage ſtate on any 
other baſis than that of gaining and 
deſerving her Huſband's eſteem, ſhe 
will find ſhe has built upon ſand: Paſ- 
fion may, and muſt, in time wear out, 
but where reaſon approves, friendſhip 
will always be the conſequence. Hold 
a man of worth and honour by that 
tie, and you hold him for life; be you 
ſure not to be in the wrong, and I 
will anſwer for his ſoon being in the 
right, though he may, perhaps, at firſt 
not entirely agree with you in' the 
definition of theſe two important 
points. If you have been deceived, and: 
have married a libertine, he will, at 
leaſt, ſo far reſpect your virtues, as to 


G4 wear 


* 
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wear a maſk before you, unleſs he be 


à monſter indeed; and perhaps (for 


1-haye; ſeen ſuch inſtances) he may 


. \admire. virtue in you, till he catches 


the emanation.— But I digreſs too far, 
and, I fear, treſpaſs upon your pa- 
tience. To return to my ſtory. 

It was now the ſeaſon when every 
body wiſhes to leave the duſty ſtreets 
of London for green fields and a purer 
air; accordingly, my Uncle and his 


| Family, his Nephew, Sir Charles Stanty, 
"and myſelf, ſet out for ——hire, 


where we arrived in much better health 
than temper, for my Uncle and Aunt 
had quarrelled all the way, and 1 


had ſat next my Lover during the 
Whole journey; a circumſtance which 


was no way to his advantage, and 
gave me great pain, as it convinced 
me that my diflike of him was now 
a Increaſed into a confirmed antipathy 
1 of 
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his perſon? This proeteded, I be- 


— from his having entertained me 
all the way with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 
of the c of his paſſion, a ſubject 
which, I have already obſerved, always 
rendered him odious to me. I was 
delighted when 1 found myſelf re- 
leaſed from this converſation, by our 
arrival at ——, where, after ſtaying 
ſome days, I went to my Father's. I 
Vas received by him with rapture, 
with civility by my Mother, and with 
real joy by my dear Sophia. In the 
courſe of a- month's viſit which I 
made to my Father, he took frequent 
ocecaſions of telling me how rejoiced 
he was to find that I was deſtined 
to be the Wife of Sir Charles. Stani. 
He is (continued my Father) every 
thing my heart could wiſh the man 
to be whom I would have choſe 
. your Huſband ; he has a fino 

eſtate ; 


— „9 
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eſtate ; you can have no objection to 
his perſon, for that is handſome, and 


his underſtanding is . univerſally al- 


lowed to be uncommonly cultivated, 
for, ſo young a man; beſides, he is 
perfectly. good - natured and well-bred, 
and I think you peculiarly fortunate 
to be the choice of ſo accompliſhed a 
Gentleman. Lou, my Dear, I am 


perſuaded, are ſenſible of your own - 


happineſs, and will, I make no doubt, 
deſerve the continuance of it, by ex- 
erting your utmoſt endeavours to- 
wards making a good Wife, Mother, 
and Miſtreſs.“ Here he pauſed, and 
looked ſtedfaſtly at me: I durſt 
make no reply: The awe in which 
I ſtood of my father, the deference 
I paid to his judgment, in ſhort, the 
conſciouſneſs that all he had ſaid was 


truth, except that part of his diſcourſe. 
Which concerned myſelf; all theſe 


conſi- 
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con ſiderations tied my tongue: And 
thus, by my ſilence; I confirmed him 
in the belief, that J had no objection 
to the marrying Sir Charles. No 
time, however, was yet fixed for our 
nuptials, as I was thought to be much 
too young to take upon me the care 
of a family. In this dilemma I uſed 
ſometimes to flatter myſelf with the 
hope, that time, perhaps, would eure 
me of a caprice I could no way ac- 
count for, and which my reaſon in- 
variably condemned. I wiſhed to love 
Sir Charles Stanly, with as much ardor 
as ever a forſaken maid did to forget 
the object which had betrayed and 
undone her, and with equal ſucceſs ; 
that is to ſay, without any. In this 
diſagreeable ſituation of mind I con- 
tinued for near two years, which 1 
ſpent with my Uncle and Aunt; during 
which time nothing material happened 
to 
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to me. Every body knew I was en- 
gaged, conſequently no body made ; 
any propoſals of marriage to me; ſo 

that I ſpent my life in one continued 
inlipid monotony z till a Lady, an 
intimate acquaintance of my Aunt' 85 
hat ppened to come and ſpend a few 
weeks with her in the country. She 
was a lively, agreeable, well- bred, 
ſenſible, woman; and took ſuch. a 
king to me, that ſhe would hardly 
ſuffer me to be a moment out of her 
Gght ; and when the time came that 
ſhe was to return to her own, ſeat, 
which was in the North, ſhe begged 
ſo ardently of my Aunt to ſpare me 
for a couple of months during the 
ſummer, that ſhe, who had been 
attached to her from infancy, (as 
they ad been educated at the ſame 
ſchool together,) could not refuſe her, 
f gh ſhe ſeemed to. conſent. re- 
25 | luctantly; 


\ % 
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luctantly; and made me promiſe" not 
to exceed the time, as ſhe poſitively | 
declared, ſne could ſparg me no longer 
than for two months. I aſſured her 
of my obedience to her will, and in 
a few days afterwards the Lady and 
I fat out, in ber chariot, for the 
North. The j journey. delighted me; 
for now, for the firſt time of my life, 
I felt the charms of liberty; 1 emed 

to breathe a purer air; my little heart 
beat with tranſport, on the reflection 
that I was miſtreſs of my own words 
and actions. I never ſuſpected that I 
could err, whilſt I followed the 
dictates of innocence and nature; and 
imagined that old folks were good for 

nothing, but to torment young ones; 
and that all the leſſons of prudence, 
with which they eternally ſtunned 


one's ears, were only calculated to 
my one continually by their ſide, 


in 
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in order either to entertain them, or 
elſe to prevent their ever being left 
alone. I never apprehended, that ex- 
perience, and a knowledge of life, 
Vere neceſſary ingredients to guide us 
with. ſafety through it; nor could 1 
conceive, that it required any art 
to conduct one's ſelf well in the world, 
ſince I ſuppoſed that to mean well, 
and to act ſo, were ſynonymous terms. 
In this diſpoſition I arrived at Lady 
Betty RuſſePs ſeat: It was an ancient, 
but noble manſion, and not far from 
the county town, where, ſhe told me, 
the races would begin in a few days; 
and added, that ſhe propoſed taking 
a lodging there for the week, as ſhe 
fancied the balls, concerts, c. which 
there would be every night during the 
race week, might afford me ſome 
amuſement. I was infinitely pleaſed 
wich the propoſal. and thanked her 

Lady- 
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Lady ſhip for her obliging attention, 
aſſuring her, at the ſame time, that all 
places muſt be agreeable to me where 
ſhe was. A few « days after my arrival 
at Lady Betty's, I received a letter 
from Sir Charles, filled with the ten- 
dereſt profeſſions of his inviolable love 
for me; he begged, in the moſt 
pathetic manner, that I would fteel 
my heart againſt the attacks it would 
inevitably meet. with, in a part of 

the world where, probably, every 
one would be ignorant of my engage- 
ment to him; he conjured me to 
conſider, that his life depended on my 
fidelity, &c. I did weigh and con- 
fider all theſe things very maturely, 
during the few days which preceded 
our going'ts ——, I had, however, 
in that ſhort time, ſeen many genteel 
as well as ruſtic Beaux, who came 
to Pay their reſpects to Lady Betty, 
but 


only for the ſake of another . 


nie. We returned from the Rel h. 


prepared to go to the Aſſembly.” 
had ö n at my* 
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but hitherto no one of their ſex had 
taught me to know, thar 1 had A 


heart capable of loving; Thad, indeedi 
often wiſhed to love, but then it Was 


did ſo; I never had propoſed a 


pleaſure to myſelf from it. In th 
ſtate of total indifference, then, I fat 


out for —— races. The firſt day WE 


went upon the courſe, where the 
horſes ran, I was prodigiouſiy ſur®” 
przed at the number and magnifi- 
cence of the equipages I ſaw there; 
ILhad never before ſeen ſuch a cone” 
courſe=of genteel people, exceptin; . 


min London; the novelty of the ſpo 


the fineneſs of the weather, m ou | 
all contributed to amuſe and deli Ak 


the evening, drank tea and rh& — 
tollette; 
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toilette; for though I was always 
well dreſſed, (which means with pro- 
priety) yet it was my maid's taſte 
merit of it. However, on this day, 
for the firſt time in my life, I named 
the gown I would wear, choſe myſelf 
the ribbands, Sc. which I thought 
would ſuit it beſt; in ſhort, I directed 
the toilette. Fanny, my maid, ſmiled, 
on. obſerving me, and ſaid, I fan- 
cy, Madam, you have ſome con- 
queſt in view to-night, by the atten- 
tion you ſhew to your dreſs; I never 
ſaw you give yourſelf any concern 
about it before.” I was ſtruck at 
the juſtneſs of the girl's remark, and 
immediately aſked myſelf the reaſon, 
without being able to find it out. 
Had I known the human heart then, 
| ay well as 1 do now, the problem 
— would not have been difficult to ſolve; 
Vor. I. 8 H in 
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in ſhort, my deſtined! Huſband was 
not near me, and in that moment I 
did not recollect that I was engaged. 
Fhad hardly finiſhed dreſſing, when 
2 ſervant came to inform me, that 
his Lady and the coach waited for me: 
I made my apologies for not being 
ready fooner. Lady Betty ſmiled,” 
and told me, That my time had been 
well employed, ſince my cloaths were 
put on with the utmoſt taſte.” She 
then ſaid, ſhe had a favour to aſk of 
me, which was, That I would give 
her leave to direct my choice of 2 
partner; ſo far as that, if any one 
aſked me to dance, I would anſwer, 
I. was engaged, unleſs ſhe gave me: 
a jog, either with her foot or elbow; 
becauſe, ſaid ſhe, in all theſe public 
places there are gameſters and pick» 
Poekets, who aſſume the habit and 


. of 5 therefore 
| I would 
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I would wiſh you to dance with ſome 
body that I either know by name, 
or by ſight.” I promiſed to comply 
with her requeſt. On our arrival at 
the rooms, I was charmed and ſur- 
prized at the beauty of the building: 
the company was numerous and 

brilliant. After the Women of Quality 

had danced minuets, I was taken out 
by a noble Lord, whom I had 
known in London. The dance done, 

heaſked me, Who he ſhould ſend 
me?” (which is the phraſe.) I an- 
ſwered, I knew no body, and there- 
fore begged his Lordſhip would 
chuſe for me;” he bowed, and left 
me; when, in an inſtant, I perceived 
a young Gentleman, dreſſed in white 
and filver, advance wwards me. I 
thought him the moſt. agreeable 
figure I had ever ſeen. When we 


had en the minuet, he handed 
_ me 
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23 bo dh feat, and fad, . Nada, 
if 5 are 1 not engage for * cobdity 

i beg t to have th As honour of 
being .your Partfer.“ Fi 411 ys 
5 0 and he took o gut à young 
who ſai t next ; ME, to dance * 

W 


God inuet with, "My eyes fol fol lo 
bo 1 he CR? better "than 


in the room and my 800d 
994700 Betty, | had; aſked me, ten 

ag 9 1 5 was, NR I had cat} Skt 
che ſoün friciently t to anfwer f 
which 1 did, however, at laſt, with 
ſome confuſion, faying, 14 1 did a 
know, bot I ſuppoſed Rim to be 3 
Gentleman, fince Lord [= had fer 
him to me.” She replied, “ As to 
that, by Dear, His fig zure and manner 
vin be his ſecurity t head. 
1 found he was fo much the favourite 
ef the Ladies, that He dunced fore 
minuets OP N 


* 12 12. and 
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an at la bliged to 3.5 the 
e 1050 1 & ca "upon 
aby more. . A Bs as. 12 com- 
ny. ſtood up "to country dances 
5 flew to me, 0 me by the 155. 
and. Placed. me next to Lady Diane 
—, who, I perceived, was an ac- 
quaintance' of his. f After the” firſt 
ance, which was fatiguing, as the 
weather was exceſſively hot, and we 
were more, than thirty couple, be 
propoſed fitting down: I Knew not 
155. but I dreaded his converſation, 
therefore (though tired to death) 
A to ſtand up the next dance; 
He obligingly complied : However, 
that finiſhed, my legs. refuſed their 
office, and I was. neceſſitated to own 
myſelf fatigued. I went to ſeek Lady 
Beth, hoping that her preſence would 
prevent the converſation, between my 
Partner and. me from becoming. i in- 
brig H3  tercſting; 
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tereſting ; but, unfortunately for me, 
J found her engaged in a party at 
whiſt, ſurrounded . by a crowd of 
people, ſo that I could not approach 
her ; therefore, with a palpitation at 
my heart, which I could not very well 
account for, I was obliged to ſcat my- 
ſelf upon a bench, when, as you may 
ſuppoſe, my. partner placed himſelf 
next me. I began the converſation, 
by. obſerving. that the weather was 
very hot, the room very full, I much 
fatigued, and a pack of ſtuff of 
that ſort: When he replied, © That 
he never danced but for the ſake of 
having an agreeable partner, eſpe- 
cially in hot weather, as he thought 
the exerciſe much too violent; adding, 
that if be had been ſo unhappy as to 
have found me engaged that night, 
he ſhould, moſt certainly, not have 
danced at all. I bowed to this com- 

pliment, 
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pliment. He continued the convers 
ſation, by obſerving the effects of 
ſympathy, which he proved from the 
being forcibly ſtruck at the firſt ſight 
of one amiable object more than 
another: He ſaid, That the hears 
decided its choice en gyrant, and that 
ſometimes ſo deſpoticly, as to ſubdue 
both reaſon and prudence in the pur- 
ſuit: How Happy, then, (continued he) 
muſt that perſon be, whoſe judgment 
and reaſon both approve vf the choice, 
which his heart, from an irreſiſtible 
impulſe, had been compelled to make.“ 
Here he pauſed, as ſeeming to wait: 
my reply. I ſaid, « Thata paſſion, ſuch: 
as he had been deſcribing, founded 
. only on the ſenſes, could not, I ap- 
prehended, be of any dangerous con- 
ſequence, as it would probably be of 
very ſhort duration.” So ſaying; I roſe 
| from my ſeat, telling him, that ſome- 

H 4 body 
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body vhad Juſtcatied fpin' favourite 
Handel vf mine which II. begged he 
woutd not tefuſe goingo down with 
wer »He .coniplied wh reluctance, 
bud lnſiſted, as I dreaded the con- 
tuiunnta nuf a converſatibn, which 
hid! already very much embarraſſed 
md e ſoon 2s Lady Betty had 
Sniſhet her party, ſne came to us, 
foam which-time:1 danced no more, 
28 fhernow made à third in the con · 
verſatinn. She ſeemed much pleaſed 
wan my partner, ho payed her all 
mingibable reſpect and attention; he 
handed us to our coach, wiſhed: us 2 
good night, and took his leave. I 
had learnt his name at the tea - table, 
where he ſtemed to be known to 
every body but me L need not tell 
i560 nnce it is that Isnow bear. 


Ihe each, as we went home, 


1 L Plikrd 
mne þ Mr, 
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Atr.Willians?? Preplied. Very wells 
and added, I think he is a well-bred 
agreeable young Gentleman,” He 
is, I find, (ſaid Lady Betty, the only 
ſon of an old acquaintance of tnine; 
his Father, Jam told, is immenſely richz 
the means by which he became ſo he 
maſt anſwer forlümſelf: As to he Mo- 


ther of che young Gentleman, I have 
known het from my infancy, and 


ſhe is a ſenfible, worthy woman as 
lives; her Father was à Gentleman. 
bf an ancient family in chis county, 
and lived in my-neighbourticod the 

young man is very like his Mother 
in perſon; I bope he has her mind 
too, and in that caſe, he has nothing 
left to wiſh for.“ I liſtened to this 
diſcourſe of Lady Betty's: with great 
attention, and faund myſelfmartified, 
on hearing that his Father's character 
e eſpecially upon ſo im- 

FF ²¹ 
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portant a point as that of probity? 
I however immediately checked my 
ſenſibility on this ſubject, by aſking 
myſelf, What his father was to me? 
And inſtantly changed the diſcourſe. 
The next morning Mr. William 
waited upon us, to enquire after our 


4 


of hoping we had got no cold the 
preceding evening; when, not wait- 
ing for an anſwer, he ſaid, * You go 
again to - night to the rooms, Ladies, 
I ſuppoſe?” I replied, © We in- 
tended going.“ Then, Madam, 
(he ſaid) I beg you would honour me 
with your hand this evening in the 
country dances ; you cannot be al- 
ready engaged, for it is ſo early, that 
I am the firſt viſitor you have had' 
to-day, (in all probability.) and, in 
deed, I came thus Toon, in order, if 


E to ſecure you for my partner.“ 
I could 
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1 could not ſay I was engaged, and 
therefore anſwered, that 1 would 
dance with him that night, but not 
the following one, becauſe it was not 
uſual for a young Lady to dance 
three nights conſecutively with the 
ſame Gentleman, and that I wiſhed 
always to avoid being particular. He 
ſaid, Cuſtom was a tyrant, but that 
he ſhould never diſpute my will; he 
hoped, however, that the fourth night” 
would not admit of the ſame ob- 
jection: To which I made no an- 
ſwer, To ſhorten my ſtory; then, I 
ſaw him every day during my ſtay 
at ———: He had engaged my 
affections before I myſelf had any 
ſuſpicions. that my attachment to him 
was of any other nature than that 
of liking his company, as an agree 
able, chearful companion. I have 


frequently obſerved, that one becomes” 
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moresintimstely acquainted with one 
another; in ſeven. days, at any of theſe 
public meetings, than bay whe? pro- 
bably;be in as many years, | from only 
viſicing them in London. Thus 1, hay- 
ing paſt moſt part of my time, during 
gur ſtay at . races, in company 
with Mr. illiams, by which meang 
ws became ſo intimate, that I looked 
vpon him as an old acquaintance, an 
Ven ventured, with all the N 985 


of, fifteen, to decide him to be a mo- 
deft, weil bred, worthy, ſenſible, young 


Genzleman,. Having thus drawn his 
picture in my mind's eye, (as Shake/pe 
ſays) his perſonal charms did not fa 
tg heighten the | colouring, and you 
will eaſily agree with me, that ſuch a 
| picture, placed in a, heart on which 
ng. prior impreſſion had. heen madk 
mult; parurally, produce; a, powerfu 


wma $9601] J, and 
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no ſmall fame and terror, that the 


being ſeparated from him woaldobe 
painful to me; "however,'T'Aanered . 
myſelf with the hopes chat FeO 
conquer my weakneſs; "By abſence 
from the object of it: Acebfdinglyi 
1 had virtue and — enougk 
left to preſs Lady Betty to lead 
faying, * Was fatigued to death with 
nolſe and buſtle, and longed' to emidy 
the peaceful ſcene which the county 
affötded. She willingly compliect 
with my requeſt, and we left 
the eighth day from our artiv#l in its 
On the morning of our departure Mr7 
Willians handed us into the coach, 
atid, with à fobk full of inekpreſnible 
tendetnefs,” ſeized my hand; ſaying, 
May you, dear Madam, enjoy in 
F 
 I'fear, Jou have for ever robbed” my 
biet. To this harangtie I made no 
0 | anſwer, 
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anſwer, but by a bluſh. He then ad- 
dreſſad Lady Betty, telling her, That 
| he; purpoſed ſpending a few weeks 
witch a friend of his, who lived in her 
 Ladyſhip' neighbourhood, when he 
hoped: ſhe would give him leave to 
hape the honour of paying his reſpects. 
; to her and Miſs Rutland (which was 
me.) She! bowed, and, with the moſt 
gracious air, aſſuted him, That ſhe 
ſhould be extremely glad to fee him, 
for his on ſake, as well as for that 
of her old friend's, his amjable Mo- 
ther; and added, that ſhe ſhould 


eſteem it as a enn if he would, 


come and ſpend a few days with her 
at her ſeat, ſaying, that ſhe would do 
every thing in her power to render it 
agreeable to him. Mr. Williamsthanked 
her Ladyſhip for the honour ſhe did 
him, and told her, that he accepted 
* her ln. invitation with the 

greateſt 
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greateſt pleaſure, as well as with the 
Webel ſenſe of the. fayour ſhe did him. 
I trembled at the thought, but tried, 
however, by every means, to hide 


from them the confuſion this conver- 
ſation had flung me into. During our 
ſhort journey, my good friend, Lady 
Betty, entertained me, all the way, 
with the praiſes ſhe beſtowed on Mr. 
Williams, expreſſing her ſatisfaction i in 
the thoughts of ſeeing him at her 
own houſe. Unhappily for me, Lady 
Betty was perfectly convinced, that 
my affections were fixed upon Sir 
Charles Stanly, and, like a virtuous, 


woman, ſhe judged it impoſſible that 
I ſhould engage my hand to one man,. 


and loſe my heart to another; fo 
took it for granted, that they were 


both diſpoſed of, and, conſequently, 
ſhe looked upon me as being invul- 


wehe to all e attacks. She 


reaſoned 
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reaſoned right, had her bypotheſis been 
ſo; but having erred, in the manner 


of Goth propoſition, ſhe blun- 


dered on, till, inadvertently, ſhe was, 
in ſome meaſure, the means of my be- 
coming one of the moſt unhappy of 
women. I now endeavoured, by every 
argument that reaſon could ſuggeſt; 
to ſteel my heart againſt the arrival 
of Mr. Williams; but, alas! how 
weak is reafon, when oppoſed'to ſen- 
ſation, at the age of fifteen! I was 
often tempted to open my heart to 
Lady Betty, and to beg her to ad me 
with her prudence, and experience, to 
ſubdue myſelf; but modeſty inſtantly 
ſuppreſſed the thought; for a girl of 
eng, herſelf to be in 
love?” and that at a time too, when her 
parents had directed her choice to ano- 
ther object, muſt have been conſtrued 
as the heighth of imprudence, and dif- | 


Mi r tz 


GBedtencs? "(Rte "Gekeriningd 
10 inform Mf. Piliamt of niy ed: i 
Sigemeßt to. Sit ae ORE he 
cite 10 an open Gecfaration "of bis 
pamon; and Io doing, Ttook Tor 
Tante I fndud put a a rotal En to 
| "his farther tetenſions on that head. 
Ras fortified,” 1 felt myſelf ſtrong. 
und my fear of "ering him was in- 
Aftitely decreaſed.” Let me here” e. 
8 Ain chat reaſon is never fo 1 near A, 
prekipice 'as When it reſts ſecure on 
its own ſtretigth?” A diffidence of our, 
. "own judg ane” "and fortitude, is the 
| nk FER through | life! Had I fol- 
lowed this maxim, at the period I am 
now writing of, I ſhould 982 imme 
diately returned to my Uncle Bolaby': 8. ; 
and by that means haye. ayoided an 


25 


act, Which "fifteen, years, of. ſevere. 
| puniſhment. has not pet exbiated. 
'T TH, world will ſometimes forgive us 
Vor. . 25 1 dur 
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our follies ; but the delicate, ſeſible 
mind, can nęyer either forgive or. for- 
get its own faults, eſpecially when 

they are of a natyre which religion 


85 muſt contemn, and. prudence. diſaꝑ- 


prove. I write. under the impulſe of 
- thoſe feelings, which, I here endea- 
vour to deſcribe, But to my ſtary.... 
On my arrival at Lady Betty's eat, 
1 found letters from my Father, my 
Aunt, and Sir Charles Staniy; the tus 

firſt were tending to the ſame pur- 
-- poke, viz. defiring me to return, 
without fail, at the expiration of my 
two months leave of abſence, becauſe 
my Father and Mother were to ac- 
to London, in order to aſſiſt at the 
celebration of my nuptials with Sir 
Charles, which they had faxed. for an 
early month in the approaching winter; 
ang, for that reafon, ſhould. ** 
a U 


Mrs. Witttams. 1175 
the country ſooner than uſual, that T 
might have time to equip myſelf | pro- 
perly for the ceremony. My Lover's 
letter was that of a. man of ſenſe, | 
elevated with the hope of ſhortly 
poſſeſfing the woman he loved; his 
ſtile was paſſionate, but delicate.” 1 
was ſeized with an univerſal tremor on 
peruſing cheſe letters; my blood re- 
tired to my heart; and 1 felt myſelf 
in a ſtate of terror and deſpondency, 
which Ican neither deſcribe nor account 
for. In this fituation of mind I had 
flung myſelf into a great chair, which 
was in my room, where J might, 
probably, have remained ſome time, 
had not my reveries been ir 
by the entrance of a ſervant, who 
ſaid, „ Madam, Mr. Millau is 
below, and my Lady begs you would 
be ſo obliging as to go down to him, 
as ies at * engaged with 


ſome | 
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_ to; another: This thought again gave 
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: ſome. of her tenants about buſineſs ; 
. the deſires, Madam, that you would 
make her apologies to the Gentleman, 


and aſſure him, that ſhe will wait on 


| him as ſoon as poſſible.” I ſtarted 


up at the name of Mr, Williams: 
and, from having been as cold as death, 


felt the blood glow. in my cheeks, 
and circulate with rapidity through 
all my veins. It was with difficulty 


1. collected myſelf ſufficiently to tell 
the ſervant, that I would obey his 
Lady's commands immediately. As 
ſoon as the man was gone, J endea- 
voured to calm my ſpirits, and to 
aſſume an air of compoſure, which 


the palpitation of my heart ſtrongly 


oppoſed: However, I called to mind 
the reſolution T had formed, of ending 
Mr. illiems's prtetenſions, by an 
-honeſt avowal-of my being contracted 


8 8. 4 : | me 
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me courage, and by the time I ar- 
ri ved at the Par lour door, J fancied 
my heart in vulnerable to every attack 
which might be made upon it. 1 
entered, and accoſted Mr. Williams 
with Lady Betty's compliments, and 
apologies for not waiting upon him 
immediately. He looked at me, and, 
in @ pathetic tone of voice, ſaid, 
Tou cannot be ignorant, Madam, 
that though I made Lady Betty Ruſſel 
the pretence, yet my viſit was to you, 
and therefore I can eaſily - excuſe 
her abſence.“ I anſwered, ** That 
I was much obliged to him; but that 
thought my friend deſerved her 
ſhare of the compliment, from the 
real regard which ſhe profeſſed having 
for himſelf and family; whereas I 
am, (ſaid I,) almoſt a perfect ſtranger 
to them both.“ “Tou can be none | 
to my heart, (he replied,) Madam, un 
5 13 ſince _ | 


ns be ME WG TRS ff 


ſince it has been in your poſſeſſien 
ever ſinck the firſt moment 1 had the 
pfleaſure (or 27 the misfortune) 

of ſeeing y Juſt as he had 
ſimiſhed theſs ices the parlour door 
opened, and the Lady * the houſe 
entered the room; fortunately; ſhe was 
too much occupied with the joy ef 
ſeeing Mr. Williams, to obſerve my 
confuſion, which was, indeed, very 
great. She preſſed him to ſtay dinner, 
which, with great politeneſs, he de- 
dined, ſaying, That he had given 
his word to return to his friends 
houſe; in order to meet à ſelect com- 
pany, who were invited to dine there, 
intirely upon his account. Lady 
Betty then reminded him of the pro- 
miſe he had made her at —, of ond 
ing two or thtee days with her; he 
bowed;' and ſhe inſiſted upon his 
Being the er Rd after ſome 
* | com- 


* 
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compliments of thanks, he did for 
the Thurſday following. On naming 
the day, he fixed his eyes upon me, 
as if he deſired: to read in my face, 
whether 1 ſhould be be pleaſed or diſ- 
pleaſed. at having him in the houſe 
with me. My eyes met his, and 1 
felt myſelf bluſh. What he attributed 
this emotion to, I then knew. not, 
nor, indeed, could I myſelf, at that 
time, decide, whether it proceeded 
from pleaſure or pain, or, perhaps, 
from neither: In ſhort, at fifteen we 
are very. bad Metaphyſicians; con- 


tent with the conſequence, we never 


look up to the cauſe; it is an age 
in which ſenſation is the primum mobile 
of all our actions, and therefore 
(bating the conſequences of error) the 
happieſt part of our lives; every 
object around us has the charm of 
novelty, the exterior pleaſes, and we 
pe 00 14 never 


-y 
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never attempt to look behind the 
KLurtain, till experience, diſappoint- 8 
ment, and apathy, diſſipate the illu - 
Hon, and we begin to ſee through a 


truer medium; at which period we 


become undoubtedly wiſer, but do we 
become happier ? The Many, I fear, 
do not the Few, I know, da. 'Thoſe 
who purſue wiſdom, and attain her, 
are the only human beings who may 
juſtly be ſtiled happy, becauſe it is not 
in incident to make them otherwiſe; 
their: happineſs i is concentred in thern- 


ſelves ; it is built upon a perfect reſig 
nation to the diſpenſations of an all- 


vVviſe Providence, and à thorough 
knowledge of the inſtability of human 


events, as well as a perfect conviction 
_ bf | the inſignificancy of either pain, 
or pleaſure, on fo {light a tenure, and 
o ſhort a en as that of our 


exiſtence een e 


bal Excuſe 
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a Excuſe this digreſſion.— The in- 
terval between Mr. Milliams's viſit, and 
the time appointed for his return, was 
five days, during which period I had 
a continual dread- upon my ſpirits. 
J ſincerely wiſhed for the power of 
avoiding him, by leaving the houſe 
of Lady Betty.; but this could not. 
be done, without avowing my weak», - 
neſs for him; a humiliation, which my 
vanity would not conſent to, though 
my reaſon ſtrongly urged the neceſſity, 
of ſuch a confeffion : Ia ſhort, in 
this, as in moſt other inſtances of the 
like nature, my judgment was ſi- 
lenced by Pamour propre. I wrote, 
however, to Sir Charles Stanly, in a 
more obliging ſtile than uſual, vainly 
imagining - that I fortified myſelf 
againſt my weakneſs, by binding thoſe 
chains ſtill ſtronger, which both duty 


and reaſon called upon me to regard as 
7) 5 a indifſd/ | 
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indiſſoluble. Thus ſatisfied at having 
obtained (as I thought) a kind of 
victory over myſelf, I repoſed under 
my laurels, determining not to make 
any farther enquiries into the ſitua- 
tion of my mind with regard to Mr. 
Williams, as I was perfectly reſolved 
to obey my parents. In this ſtate of 
ſecurity I faw him arrive on TÞurſday, 
without any ſenſible emotion in my 
hearr;' I was even chearfuller than 
uſual in his company, for which 
_ reaſon he was more ſerious; I raillied 
him upon his gravity, he compli- 

mented me upon my extreme gaiety ; 
upon which Lady Betty ſaid, with a 
ſmile, Miſs Rutland is in the right 
to laugh as long as ſhe can; for (con- 
tinued ſhe) though 1 am perſuaded 
ſhe will be happy i in her choice, yet 
| matrimony is apt to make one grow 
| ſerious i in time.” Mr. Vi lliams took 
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What Lady Betty had faid as a gene- 
ral reflection, which might have; with 
equal propriety, been addreſſed o 
ahy other young Lady, as well as 
to me; for which reaſon he replied, 
with vivacity, That he apprehended 
the marriage ſtate, when two hearts 
were united, to be the only fource of 
happineſs on earth;“ adding, he had 

long been perſuaded, that without 
that tender union of hands and Hearts, 
life would not be worth the purchaſe.” 
Lady Betty, looking at me, faid, 
* You ſee, my Dear, that young 
people can praiſe matrimony as well 
as we old ones, who have expe- 
rieneed it, and who, you frequently 
ſay, only ſpeak well of it, to draw 
others into the ſame ſnare; but we 
ſhall find you become one of its moſt 
zealous advocates before many months 
are paſt, or I am much miſtak en in 
b 14 | my 
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my conjectures. I looked down, and 
made no anſwer. When Mr. Vil. 
liams, in à low faultering voice, 
aſked. Is the young Lady ſo near 
koing: married, Madam ?” addrefling 
himſelf to Lady Betty. ** Yes, Sir, 
(ſhe replied,) it is no ſecret that Miſs 
Rutland has been ſome time engaged 
to Sir Charles Stanly; and J learn 
from her friends, that the wedding 
- is ſhortly to be conſumma Here 
a ſilence of ſome minutes enſued; 


| 28 when perceiving the paleneſs and de · 


. FRion, which had ſpread themſelves 
over Mr. Wi lliams's face, I roſe, and 
ſaid to Lady Betty, Do, Madam, 
favour us with a tune, upon the harp- 
ſichord, and 1, will, accompany. you 
with my guitarre. Not ſo, (ſhe 
replied,) but if you will ling. 14 kin 
play, with all my heart.” Z * 

not refuſe, becauſe my defign, i in rag 
terrupting 


1 
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terrupting the diſcourſe, was to draw 
Lady Betty's attention from Mr. 
Villiamt, whoſe countenance had ſuf- 
fered ſo viſible an alteration, that 1 
feared ſhe might have perceived it. 
Her Ladylhip pitched unfortunately 
upon Arxe's Cantata, called: Lydia Z 
I objected to it, declaring l could not 
ſing it; but ſhe knowing 1 could, 
_ anſwered, rather devi 136 Well; 
if you won't ſing, I won d pl 1 
felt the cruelty of ſingidg xn is ſong 
to Mr. Williams, but it was dna veſd. 
able; he ſtood behind my chair, and 
1 could hear him ſigh Frequently, 
as if his heart was breaking. 1 
would have given the world to have 
ceaſed tormenting him, burit was not 


The name of the Cantata 8 the. 
- manuſcript ; I ſupplied it with that of Zydia, as 
thinking it a- propos, though it certainly vas not 
publiſhed at that period * time ich che Lady 


* is my 
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my bufines to ſuppoſe that 1 — * 
| n any uneaſineſa. 
Fou know the ſong, Allee: as, 
atyourrequeſt, I tranſlated it for you. 

The Cantata finiſhed, we quitted the 
© harpfichord ; and, during the reſt of 

the evening, I carefully avoided look - 
ing at him, ſince I found pity was 
nearly allied to love; neither he, nor J, 
were very lively, but we both ſtrove 
to appear fo, till the clock ftruck 
5 twelve, when we took leave of each 
other, and retired into our apartments. 
As ſoon as I found myſelf alone, I 
recollected the converſation which had 
paſſed that afternoon, and was pleaſed 
that Lady Betty had told Mr. Williams 
that T was going to be married. 1 
hoped that this information, joined to 
the reſolution T had formed, of avoid- 
ing ever being left alone with him, 


would ſecure me * any farther pur- 
ſuits 
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fuits of his, on che topic of love. My 
heart ſeemed to exult, in thus thinking 
itſelf free from danger; and yet 1 
found an unuſual weight upon my 
tpirits: I ſighed in voluntarily, . and 
felt that I was unhappy, without be- 
ing able to account for the reaſon of 
my being ſo; (for I had perſuaded 
myſelf that I only liked Mr. Villiams, 
but did not love him ;) the next morn- 
„ however, let me into the ſecret, 

I had ſome partridges, which I was fond 
of, and which I kept at the end of the 
garden, in a room which had been 
formerly a ſummer-houle, ſituated fo 
zs to have a view, on one ſide, of a 
dead wall nd, on the other, of A 

Rable-yard ; ſuch, I have frequently 
obſerved, was the taſte of our anceſ- 
tors 3 it: had been, by the preſent Mi- 
ſtreſs of the manſion, converted into 


2 tool: room for the Gardener, till I 


put 


tas Foe MZ MOI ** of 
put the partridges into it. I was ſer, 


with @ penſive. air, en the en 
c.hair in the place, feeding my birds, 


„all of à ſudden, I perceived 
at my feet; à univerſal 
-tremor ſeized my nerves, when, ſtart- 
lng from my ſeat, I exclaimed, Good 
_  [God, Sir, how came you here? What 
dio yeu mean?” He held me faſt by 
the hand, and forcibly re- ſeated me in 
tte chair, ſaying, © Pardon me, charm- 
ing Miſs Rutland, if my deſpair offends 
vou; Icameonly to obtain your pity, 
or to expire at your feet,” I inter- 


bh W rupted him with ſome vivacity, telling 
him, That he knew my hand was 


engaged to another, and therefore 1 
looked upon this declaration, of his 
love of me, as an inſult done to my 


|  hohour; and that if he expected me 


to have any farther eſteem for him, 
he muſt deſiſt from ever mentioning 


Mrs. WilliaMa 12g 
his paſſion more, which (I $0 L 


_ wiſhed, for his own ſake, he would 
get the better of, as, I flattered my- 


ſelf, he was convinced, that I had 
too high a ſenſe of both my duty and 
honour, ever to ſwerve from the en- 

agements 1 had voluntarily entered 


into with Sir Charles Stanly.” Sd ſay- 


ing, with an air of reſentment I roſe 
from my chair. He ſtill held me with 

a convulſive graſp ; and, with a voice 
which betrayed the agitation "of his 
_ ſpirits, ſaid, Yes, cruel girl, I did 
know that your hand was engaged to 


another, but, till this moment, I was 


not certain that y our heart was ſo too. 


Art theſe words I ſighed involuntarily, 
and my eyes, I believe, loſt ſome part 


of their ſeverity : I aſſumed, however, 
courage enough to ſay, ** Sir, I inſiſt 


upon your letting. me go; I have no 


account to render you of my private 
Vol I. K ſenti-⸗ 


1 = 


130 Wale mo 1 


N. at inffics, 89a. 
never Kan the Yours 10 
Hemmer 
lie Pregi- f 


5 NT OA 190 
| | 9 I bluow 
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| fo deſuribe the Hutter of iris, and 
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eee dired te t tay RAE; herber 
er 597 did not WIN chat be Hig” 
been" deſtined for thy THuſtüfid n- 
feat! of Sif EBU? THIS guete 
Faitly Rate; bnd boneſtty afl 

would have inevitably let te iftb the 
nature of my diſtaſe An incident, 
which happened à day of two after, 
uriveiled” the myſtery, and ew §ꝗẽjꝭj⁰ 
me clearly the u ſitustibn vt wy": ; 
heart —But s rerätm de ax fer y. 


As ſoon, then, 23 my ſpitits t Sede > 
a little calm, Tied ty ulate and 
examine into. the a 8 ideas, 5 
which had ruſhed. impetuouſy d upo 25 = 
my imagination duting the Gene in a >, 
boy garden. I aſked elk Golly 
if the having inf 1, aorecable 
young e Fu pal e 
me, 9 ieſelf any thing very te Of wm 
exttaord] i „ [Md what "evil 9 
accrue to me from it, Hine Fa 0 
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Seal: _ Im to 300 5rr! r 
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ball put an end. tg wk farthe rther 5 
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; 1 > Br. or my "ride 
eh þ did not, either clath 
"This 


vdlglive 7 incident, and the Iietle | 
. 0 BY "had, | flenced, from 
ket that. 7:3 was 85 e of 
R . * nge u Cious enough 
wa hos | to 
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 dextrjcate me out of my perplexiti ties, 
T fbdng my fel much tnöre it my 
Be thay 1 Hitt been for ſome time: 
n öntegaenet of which, F//weae: 
a to diner, with an air 6f galety 
"3ad ; 800d. höombur, which, no doubt, 
Lulbffaed Mt. Williams; and muſt 
Have indicated to him, that the ſcene 
"which: paſt” tween us, in the Horn 
.ibg, had not offended me ſo highly, : 
a8 1 had eee to make him 
19 it did, when I yoickd* the 
"Jum mer:houſe. However, thengh I 
; had turned off the only pilot which, 
_ x could have ſaved me from ſhipwreck, 
„Jet the natural modeſty and” pride 
if my ſex; made me behaye With 
reſerve. to aur gueſt ; for let ir 
' remarked, that, though I had 
Gepa of acting right, 1 had by 
0 means e to "af wrong, 


e the "one is the naturalicon- 
X 3© © quence 


2 


10 
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— by Lady 
ahi sn the aſter nan as J was! 
_ miakingo a, Mu H hantccame to 
that, and ad w for a dump of 
ſygor; ehich, 6 I was giving him, 
b arcfully ſlid a; paperi folded in 
tb form af a letter in che ſugar 
diſh, avd, went inſtantiy back to his 
chair che neut dib f bea I. ſent 
hm, I put the letter into che fame. 
| place, and. ſetting it upon the tea - 
board, fearurihim;back; again. Iſaw - 
hig;epes Barkle with nexgtion on, it 
 bagg chown f bhawever, IW- - 
PH „Kees him take it, don 
cluding form thence, chat I ſhould.. 
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john LadyiSetnallBedirimes 
whes, ipenry6ing up ftaits/ her La- 
Ayfhip/eurned into m orhy inſtedll 

Df der dun; then; hich cy nod; :difmilt 
fing my Maid, ſhe ſaid; fearing Hierſetf 
in 2 dar, pray mνů̈ Dear, what 
was tlie hiſtory of rinivipaper which 
fell out of Mr. Milhumtis pocket? 
for Teannet think it belonged to you, 
thought yu, ſo readily owned it,“ 
«« Your LA ſhip judged'very right, (l 
replied4} the paper dithreatly pn © 
Mr. Villlams; it a' copy of 
verſes, rote i praiſe” bf my (pte- 
renided) beacty; 1 ſaney the Gentle- 
man was Afftvnted that F had returned 
therff to him, and therefore long 
cheti upon the floor, where ] didi not 
chuſe they ſhould oontinue to lay, Jeſt 
ne oi the company might pick them 
„ ä 


For Pr event 


\ 


\ 


All che {ki bowed to) this 


* Ns unn wit n 


preremt Which E ownodcthe paper: | 
and, tle fir opportunity I chuld find; 

cotideninedidft withe:Bamesd?! Latly 
Betty: ſajdiod) Thank: y ori myoliet 
Hink|barkog reared fn | 
quarrel with Sins bal e 
that they thinkiyot handſome,. Lam 
afraid you muſt declare war +againſt 


compliment. She then aſked me. d If 
1 had any ſuſpicions of Mr. ¶Alliam 
deing in love with ek avfwered, 
„No, indeed Madam, hom cen that 
be? ſince he knows 1am almoſt 
married to Sir Carles Slanh f She 
kiſſed me, and, wiſhing me a. good = 
night, went into her on apartment. 
cannot help obſerving hard tbe - 
locity with which we trüad chr haths 
of Vice, ho all her paths ate Baked, 
"nd "how: * glide on 
zung. from 


111 Se: Man or 


from ns geg ta anorhers: in chat: per-. 
nicious pad, It Nat, te, hours: 
ſince, I had abandoned Rxaſon, as am 
ipſufſciem guide, and deliyered myſelt; 
uprto Incident and Senſations} and in 
that ſhort. ſpace of time, l had injured 
the truch twice, and hut deceived my 
Friesd s and all this with an air of 
confidence,” which ſurprized myſelf- 
Thus far embar ked in error, I pro- 
_ egeded: ta Jook at the letter; with an 
intention, however, of ſehding ix back 
to him uſopened; but, when I came 
to examine it, I found it nne 
ſeal g tempted by chis eitcumſtante. 
which rendered it impoſſible for . 
Malliams to be certain whether I did, 
or did mot, read it, I thought that! 
ſuppoſing I ſhould reſiſt my curioſity 
of looking at its contents, no avant 
tages would accrue to me from ſuch 
a of prudence; 4s he * ſup- 
gil ic. poſe 


Mrs Wark wh 135 


poſe the contratyi if be choſe it, and 
moſt probably would do ſar HN | 
obvious reaſshs;” This deeidbd; 1 
read the letter r It beg gan by afking 
parden for having ſurprized me, that 
morning, ia the ſummer-houſe, attri⸗ 
buting his intruſion to the violence of 
his paſſion, and begging me to give 
him a quarter of an haur's audience 
in the ſame: place, either the hext, or 
the following day, at twelve at noon; 
aſſuxiag me, that if, after having fully 
explained himſelf, I ſnhouldaſtill con- 
tinue inflexihle, he gave me his word 
of honour, that he never more would 
mention the ſubject to me; though the 
keeping his , promiſe would probably 
colt, bim life. After having read 
this eloquent epiſtle, 1 concluded, | 
without any heſitation, that iti would - 
be better to meet him, in order to pus 


an 490 to bis hopes, neee 


him, 


mY — oo wa edgy wa oe me 


6 wot Tanten, s of. 


to the fen 


855 ve bim to form what co 
58 8 1 5 00 


Fete Ji ich regar 39 th 18 
ments, with 


et wirt us, I 5 1 15 


HSA 1931 


| ous x 1 next morning. 5 


591 


, Th, Nich woch lei abe. 1 had 
927555 0 to diſcar Hife A > 
man Wed I deceived wyſel 4 
though, dare fa, I. dont you,, my 


dear Autlalde. The thęught of — 


him again at my feet. and of haaring him 
vow ame verlaſting love, were the latent 
motives fot my acquieſcence, with, his 
requeſt ; though they Were velled un- 
der the pretext, of akidg the earlieſt 
opportunity of putting an end to an 


affair, Which, with honour, I could 14 


ſuffer the continuance of. 
iogicnom-fletfefth: ſatisfied Sk tay 


en condutt, I ſlept quictly, and roſe 


be ſami i: Lhave frequently obſerved, 
-thar when r. oppoſttt ideas, equally 


TO8M | in- | 


* 
® + K 


Als. WTI I = 11 
Kere dite impreſt upon the hind 


t the ame "Hthe me, it relts, as 1 45 it wetey 
ede 1215 _them, an and con 8. 
quently feels neither forcibly; _ 
— of them ſep arately Aide 
Wege of cavfing the moſt 
vile tation; 12 
(having en my tuation; 
cauſe of tlie extreme ec 
| "which I Walked” towards the fink 
mer-houſe to meet Mir albums, 
Ae T found bim waiting for me. 
He appeared mote calm than he had 
done hs day before, and much more 
gejected. He began by expreſſing bis 
enſibility of my condeſcenſion, in 
chus having complied with his be- 
qdeſt; he then deſcanted much pon 
the impoſſibiliry of a delicate minds 
finding ics felicity in a unĩon of hands, 
to which the heart ſubſcribedꝭ with 
n He ſaid he ocEi upun 


matri- 
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inatrimany to be a very ſalemn, facrect 
— _ Ceremanhyyy and that he was much 
ſurptinei how an dated to ſweat 
everlaſting lone to another; when 
at the ſame time, they knew] in theiv 
conſciences, that: tlie utmoſt in their 
power! to give, was friendſhip and 
oſtoem : , But (continued he) hows 
barbarevs dow unjuſt may, how 
void of ſentiment muſt that perſun 
be, who, in return for thetwarmeſt, 
the tendereſt -paſſion; ſhould uſe de- 
ceit, and bring to their enrapturec 
lover's arms nothing but a ſmall por- 
tion of eſteem, and an invincibe 
fund of cool indifferente. ere 
he pauſed, and looked full upon me. 


I T knewothe: picture, and trembledl! 


When. I thitew my eyes over it 1 

f gbed, and anſwered By Wut 
means. Sit. yu have read my feeret © 
thougbie, 1 know not 1 1 Wir FR 


a pretend 
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| to diſavow the invintible 
covineſs of my heart toward Sir 
Charks Staniy; I confeſs I edulc never 
teach it to love him, but it hoHDονον, 
values and eſteems him above all Hs 
ſex, and I hope that duty, veaſon, 
and time, will inſpire the reſt of um 
_ conviticed: that any woman muſt s 
her felicity in being united to fb a 
krablle: a character as his e Mipindo" | 
ſenſibility of his perſonat merit is a 
fatality which F'\can no way acedunr 
for, and which 1 would hay down © 
my life to conquer. Thus, Sir, 1 1 
have made my confeſſion to you’, 
but muſt, at the ſame time;> honeſtly" 
declare, that though :þ\cannor>foree >" 
my heart to be in love with thezobje@t - 
my reaſon admires, yet I really never 
faw the, man whom 4 thaughb worthy! ©" 
to be his rival! Here I geaſed t M1 ö 
Milliams ſeiaed my hand, I ſaying - 
50 938¹9 | Vell, 


14 
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Whd is ore . 
_ wrecked for lie, Imottfiicercly with 
me if doubt of that Being the 'caſe, 


1 argue 


r Ire 
— 8 e 
r y6u chat 


and, though 1 um dooted "% 


in each other; but forte 


you happy i 


His excels of fondneſs will ever 
a Teproach to you for your coldneſs, 
whilft that coldneſs will be a perpe- 


tal dagger to his heart. Believe me, 


my dear Miſs Rullaud, Love :1dom 
takes its birth from Eſteem; it is t06 
reaſoned, too cold a ſentittent, for it 


ever to ſpring from; even Hare is 
more favourable foil, and it has bet 


Toinetirties known to have produced 
 its'Eontrary; Tou may ſuppoſe chat 
thus from an intereſted mo- 


tive, but 1 give yon my word of 
e thut 1 . bappin 


to 
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MAY 00d. if: 1 really thought 
L oy ret Marrying 
L Fe dead End eraſe 

ian from, your. felicity , but 1 ſer 
you. falling. a, Sacrifice to ſentiments, 
. though noble, are yet falla- 
„and to which you will infalli- 
* a Martyr. Your heart was 
— to love with vivacity; its de- 
licate ſenſibility will furniſh an eternal 


ſource of miſery, unleſs you are united 


to the man you love, with tender 
neſs, and are beloved by; with rap- 
ture.” Here he fighed, and I pet» 


ceived a. tear ſteal from his eye. 1 


was moved. - He continued: Mis 
Rutland, as your felicity is the ar- 
ud wiſh of my heart, I take the 
rty of talking to you as a Friend; 
it is a title I aſpire to, beyond any 


dz.L e on my 
* — 


Veer 


wh 355 excepting. that of your 


9 


* "I — * 
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: ees, th ou would hon 
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ur me 
with . nahi; cen my my 


life,” my fortune, ity are both 
yours, and "reſt afired, chat 1 will 
never more trouble you” with #hoÞe- 
les paſſioh My vit to Lady "Betty 
has been of a fofbichr” lent, 
therefore purpoſe leaving chis place to- 
morrow; and returning do m friend's 
douſe I ſhall not quit the country 
till you do, ſo ſhall hope for the 

aſure of ſeeing. ah bob in 
that of time : In town we ſhalt = 
meets perhaps, ſometimes !] and if any 
unforeſeen accident ſhould happen 
break off your intended nuptials, 
max I hope, divine Charlotte, that 
vou will then ſuffer me to make my 
addreſſes to you? I replied, < Tou 
do-me honour, Sir, but you talk of 
impoſſibilites. I then obſerved; 
Than aur converſation had alread 


oda fer bein Of non 


3 
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101 ie oa ere 
en of a, Coplldemble length. and, 
that reaſdn, propoſed our return» 
ing to the houſe. He ſaid, «] obey; 
bur dear, lovely girl, ſay chat you 
accept of me as a friend, and. as ſuch, 
romiſe to confide in me. I an- 
fer, beben Nc Ldor-Twile“ 
rated. "The next. day he rooke hi 
leave of us. 58 lech 00 vb 90 an 
i Nothing” very material hap 
turida-thereek! af e Ae Ach 
ILpaſt with Lady Betty, key 
that, at two or three balls, 
by the neighbouring Gentry, * 
nerally. danced with Mr. Williams; 
whoſe. attentive, affectionate ' beha 
viour increaſed my love of him al- 
moſt every hour. - He never men- 
tioned his paſſion to me, but 
* and aQion ſpoke the exceſs: of it. 
grew thoughtful! and melancholy, 
L 2 and 


148 The Mz mourns. of 
dad the more ſo, as the time ap- 
| Fee n Lad dy. Be was to 
carry, me home 1 Fame, and we 
arrived, 4 — any accident, at my 
| Vacle' ON where I. found Sir Charles. 
e appeared in raptures at the ſight 
ef me. I did all I could in order to 
ſeem glad. to fee. them, but I fear I 
acted-my part very aukwardly. My 
heart heaved with inward, anguiſh, 
and tinctured all my looks and actions 
with an air of metangholy, They, 
however, attributed this to the concern 
I felt on. being ſeparated from Lady 
Betty Ruſſel, who ſtayed with us. but 
three Gays, and then returned to her 
ouneat in the country. I did, indeed, 


9 Part with her with regret, as ſhe was 


2-:moſt: amiable, ſenſible, worthy 
woman, and had ſhewn a fondneſs 
canttenderneſs for me, which claimed 
mpbunmalt gratitude and reſpect: 
fic 2 4 We 


$. 
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We vept reci procally on parting, and 
ſhe made Sir Charles promiſe, that the 
ſummer föllbwing he and 1 ſhould 
ſpend ſome months with her. Soon 


after ſne was gone I went to my 


Father's, us did my Uncle, Aunt, and 


Sir Charles: During our ſtay there, 


the time was ſpent in every one's 
buſying themſelves with, and talking 
of, - "ay: approaching wedding. "My 
Father and Mother increaſed the tor- 
ment this topick gave me, by the 
firſt eternally giving me lectures upon 
the duties of a Wife, a Mother, a 
Friend, and à Miſtreſs; and the latter, 
by teazing me to death about the 
choice of my cloaths, and the reſt of 
my finery. Sir Charles, it is true, 
behaved with the utmoſt tenderneſs 
and reſpect to me, but I fancied 1 


ſaw an air of triumph and protection 
in his countenance, which rendered 


' L 3 him 


bn.” oj 
— 


Hh My mpor the 
kin deteſtable, to the; 
" Tie pie Bum = 5 
Thus I was wretche e they 
were all too buſy to "rake any notic V 
of- it. When Gy erceived that 
was graver than Fn they attributed” 
it to a decent reſerve, which was ber 
coming i in my preſent. ſituation, and, 
a rica for Modeſty what was, 
„ Deſpair, , Sophie, my dear 
Soph alone read my heart: She. 
was now grown a great girl; but, 
as my griefs were of a nature not 
rg ac amt of relief, I had never made 
ay one my confident. Sophie gueſſed 
out did not love Sir Charles, but. 
her conjecures' went no farther. 
night, as I was going to bed, 
he was-ſitting by me, the ſaid, 
4 athetic tone of voice, „My 
pb iſter, I am much deceived if 
ür 1 arr don't ſuffer extremely; 
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ide. it, but . Fe 
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el off fr ea il, penetrating; Fl am 
perſuaded | that y don t love Sit 
Charles Stanly, , an 1805 thence i pringe 
all your uncaf fnels, Alas! . 
8 the, * with 4 deep c h.), ho 
capricious | is. "fortune! "Wiy, & done 
15 ſee him with, my COL and t then 

you would both be happy.” 1 Tooked. 
% her, and faw her face Gren With 
bluſhes, and the tear falling on her 
cheek. T inſtantly gueſſed that ſhe 
Was in love with him bertel but did. 
not think it Bone to let her ſee 1 
had made ſuch a diſcovery. I there 
fore anſwered, © Indeed, my dear 
Sophie, 1 would marry no man for 
whom I had not the higheſt regard 
atid eſteem; and as to love, it is a ſen- 

timent which girls of our age Hound 
never boaſt of, Iam; grave, my Dear, 
becauſe matrimony is a very ſerious 
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! but" am not melancholy. 
So ſaying," J pretended to beilleepy'; 
are Lil me a "good ni = gs dc 
went de her own room W — was 
alone, I reflected, with aſtoniſhmenty | 
on what I had juſt heard and ſten; 
à multitude of new ideas crouded 
upon my imagination, all of which 
contributed to perplex and pain me. 
Laſked myſelf if I was not ſufficiently 
wretched, by being obliged to marry 
à man 1 did not love, but that, by 
ſacrificing myſelf, I muſt plunge a 
dagger into the breaſt uf my ſweet 
Sophie? Good God, I exclaimed, 
change Sir Charles's heart! Turn his 
affections on my Siſter; Jet them be 
happy, no matter what becomes of 
meh Thus I tormented myſelf, till, 
overeome' by grief and vexation, 1 
dropped to ſleep. The next day 1 


Soſcrvocd Sophie more narrowly than 


159093 2 | Thad 
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had hithertoo Vt donegꝗ I could 
naw-eaſily! pereeive the ſenſibility; of 
her: heatt᷑ paitited-in cher eyes whens- 
ever che looked: at Sir Charles; her 
attention to all his words and actions; 
in mort, ber love of him was lo 
viſible; that I wondered how I came 
not to have ſeen it before; the reaſon, 
was, however, obvious, as my in- 
attention to every thing, but my per- 
ſonal diſlike of him, blinded me to 
the effects his merit might have upon 

another. I had, without reflection, 
eoneluded, that as I did not admire 
him, nobody elſe coul. 


As the time approached be going | 
to London, Sophie became melancholy; | 


the loſt herappetite, and grew thin: My 


heart bled for her, and I ſometimes re. 


ſolved to break off the match, though 
I ſhould diſoblige my parents and 


all” my "family by it, rather than 
render 


— — 
= 
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render myſelf and Siſter miſerable for 
life, * by obeying their commands; 
bur 1 had not "courage enough to 
undertake, alone, ſo arduous a taſk.” 
1 wiſhed for Mr. Williams to counſel 
me in chis dilemma; he was, indeed, 
a moſt improper perſon, but then he 
was the only one who _— the” real 
ſituation of my heart. 


1 muſt have tired you, my dear 


Adelaide, by the prolix, circumſtantial 


manner, in which 1 have narrated the 
various ſprings and incidents which 


led me to that period of my life, from 


hence I date all the futu re misfortunes 


of it. Remember, that I am not A 


a novel, but, on the contrary, trut 
guides my pen, and commands me 
to lay my boſom bare to the · eyes of 
my friend, who wifhes to 1557, from 
— the ſtory of my life. It will 
y want your partial indul. 


gence, 


— 
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gence, in order to apologize: for the 
abſurdity. and indiſcretion of a raſh 
action, 4 I fear, admits of no 
excuſe. But, not to interrupt the 
thread of my hiſtory any longer, 1 
muſt tell you, that the month of 
OHaber was already arrived, and my 
Uncle Boldby ſeemed very deſirous of 
going to London. I need not inform 
you, I preſume, that his Nephew's 
impatience to be there was his mo- 
tive for being in ſuch a hurry. In 
conſequence, therefore, of his in- 
treaties for the ſpeedy concluſion of 
our marriage, my Father fixed the 
week following for our departure 
from ire. He had hired a ready 
furniſhed houſe for himſelf and fa- 
mily in Weſtminſter. It was agreed. 
that I ſhould be at my Uncle's, as 
uſual, til I was married. On "ay, 


Fl es. © 


Father's © 
| mine, with two other emaſe ſervants 


3 
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Mrs:*B3/2y, Sir Charles; 
Mae Tao 
Sophie, - Amy Motel 
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coach 3 and 7 unt's an 


10, Ic 


in Sir Charles's.” On. our arriva 


Tondo de parted for that ni night; my 


Father went to Me etminjter, a and \ we to 
Mr. Bdldby's. © The next morning 
roſe early, and went to my Father 

in order to enquire how they, all os 
after cheir journey, when, in croſſing 
the Park, it was my ill fate to meet 
with Mr. Wi lliams : "He was walking 
a ſlow pace; with his arms folded, and 
his eyes fixed on the ground; he 
did not perceive me till I was cloſe 
to him, when, raiſing his eyes, he 
ſeemed to be vaſtly ſurprized, as well 
as pleaſed,” at meeting me thus un- 
expettedly. IJ was aftoniſhed to ſee 
n is altered; 5 "be looked pale, thin, 


and 
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That he 520 never known eich 
1 or healt 2 1 left _ 
Betty's, and al e wich 2 9h that 
he thanked God his. forrows would, 
probably, be ſoon At an end, as he 
2 ſenlible that his bealth declined 
daily, and, conſequently, would ſoon 
lead him to Peace in the grave.“ 1 
Was ſenſibly affected, both by bis 
figure and e and an- 
wered him, That I hoped. he was 
a. falſe Propher ; adding, that I 
begged he would live for my. ſake, 
48 he was the only friend I had, 1 in. 
whom I could confide, and, that _ 1 
had much to ſay to him, and wanted 
his advice.” ” Without waiting for his, 


anſyer, I rol him where I was going, 


U * and 


% *& * * 
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Park in leſs than 3 70 7, 1 
if be would ftay for Ry ul 
rejoin him, and renew our conyerſa» 
tion. He bowed | alten, 2 and = went. 
on to my Fathers.” On m return 
from my "parents, whom Þ found 
well, and in high ſpirits, eſpecially 
my Mother, who was delighted to be 
in London, I met Mr. Williams on the 
very ſpot T had left him. 1 imme- 
 diately began to relate tö him every 
thing which had paſſed ſince our . 

| Paration, I expoſed the real Titus 
| ; tion of my heart with regard to Sie 
Charles, and then begged Kirn to ad 
viſe me, as a friend, how to act. He 
| | liſtened to me with great attention, >, 
and then ſaid; He was perfectly con- I 
vinced; that it would be impoſſible 
for me ever to be happy if 1 Barre 
1 and that there was no 
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way of avoiding, i it, but making 
another choice ; that ſuch a ſtep 
would undoubtedly. make A, great 
noiſe at the firſt, bur that upon. re- 
flectiog, and a a thorough information 
of all the particulars, (which had led 
mne to the taking of it) he was per- 
ſuaded, that it would be impoſſible 
that any . reaſonable being ſhould 
condemn. me nay, that Sir Charles 
himſelf, - as as being a man of ſenſe, 
would, in time, be brought to on, 
that it would have been more unge- 
nerous in me to have given my 
hand, unaceompanied by my heart, 
than to deprive him of them both, 
un order to make myſelf happy, as 
well as to prevent his being miſera- 
ble.” He then told me, That he 
was heir to five thouſand. pounds, 2 
year; that he was an only, child; 
N. WI: that his father was cor. 


vetous; 


I em perſuaded) he will 


a6 Ne Men ins of 
tous; yet, when the thing is done, 
ſoon be re- 
congiled ; and as to my Mother, ſhe 
will be happy, I Know, in ſeeing, me 
ſo. Come then, my beloved Charlotte, 
take your reſolution, I am ready to 
run all riſques with you, and if you 
have the ſmalleſt ſpark of affection 
For me, you will not heſitate to folloꝶ 
my example. Conſent, my amiable 
girl, to make me the happieſt of my 
ſex, and it ſhall be the ſtudy of my 
future life, to make you the con- 
tentedeſt of yours.“ I ſtarted at this 
propoſal, and replied, I never can 
reſolve to run away from my parentb, 
though: I foreſee that it is the only 
remedy for the evils, which threaten 
mez if I could get their conſent, ] 
would give my hand to you, ſoonet 
than to any other man in the uni- 
verſes; but that can never be, nor 
ums 4 Aurſt 
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will 


my 
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in the affairs now before us, 
that your preſence is even neceſſaty; 

ſo ſit down, and hear your marriage 
ſettlements read.” I was obliged to 
obey; but, good God ! What a jat-" 
gon is that which the lawyers uſe } 
how'indelicate ! how tedious ! I was 
ready to expire with confuſion and 
emmie before they had read them 
half through. No ſooner was this 

ſcene over, than I was told, there was 

a jeweller come to receive my orders, 
how I would have Sir Charless late 
mother's jewels ſet: he had likewiſe 
brought ſome very handſome ones, 
which my lover had beſpoke of him, 
and which he now, with an air of in- 
effable tenderneſs, preſented me with. ; 
1 was obliged to accept them, though * . 
I did ſo with the moſt viſible reluc- 
tance. Ne perceived it, and ſaid, 
2 e ee be am me] that your” ; 
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theſe ornaments ; 7 they wr bank? 
their luſtre from it; but we muſt, you 
know, conform to cuſtom; and I 
ſincerely wiſh, they werf more worthy 
of your acceptance.“ I replied, 
« They are vaſtly more ſo, Sir 
Charles, than I either delire,, or de- 
ſerve; and I am infinitely obliged to ; 
you for them,” * Ah! Charlotte,” 

he exclaimed, << how coldly was that 
ſaid ! I ſhould think the world, if I 
was maſter of it, too little to lay at 
your feet; the poſſeſſion, of you, is 
above all price: but I on to you, 

Charlotte, that, lovely and beloved as 
you are, yet I ſnould be the moſt mi- 
ſerable wretch on earth, though your 
huſband, if I did not, with your hand, 
receive that inyaluable treaſure, your- 
heart.” Here my aunt approached 
us, and interrupted our converſation, 
M2 which, 
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my own. Maid; I cho the former, 
_ aid, in ſo doing, 1 judged wiſely, for 
of all weakneſſes, there is none greater 
than that of putting one $ ſelf into the 
of à fervatit ; the narrowneſs 
of their education cotifities their mitids, 
and that of | their circumſtances car 
rupts tfteir manners; for Gbich rea- 
ſolns, the moment they ute truſted, 
they never fail of becoming aur tyranis, 
and moſt commionly betray us nays 
CO if it is their intereſt ſo to do. 


I took an opportunity, one even- 
ing, when Sophie and I were along, 
to inveigh bitterly againſb the cruelty 
of my fate, which compelled me to 
marry a man whom I could not love, 
and for whom I had even an averſion 
as 2 huſband. . Indeed, Sepbie; ſaid 
I, I am ſometimes tempied ro run 
Aways rather than wo preeipitate my- 
wah into certain miſery, by marrying 

e 3 Sir 
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Sir e She anſwered me, with 
the tears 1 ſtreaming down her cheeks, 
„ My dear ſiſter, I would lay down 
my life to ſerve, you, but I ſee no 
means of extricating yourſelf out of 
your preſent difficulties ; the affair is 
too far advanced; - unleſs, indeed, 
you was to run away, and that is a 
dreadful; expedient: However, com- 
mand me; if I can contribute to your 
relief, nothing is impoſſible to my 
- friendſhip.” I took her in my arms, 
and thanked her with an ecſtacy of 
gratitude: I then laid open to her the 
ſcheme I had formed, of quitting my 
uncle's houſe: I begg'd ſhe would 
conſent to go along with me, at leaſt 
for a few days. She ſtarted at this 
propoſition ;z but, after aſhort pauſe, 
ſhe ſaid, < Yes, Charlotte, J will ſhare 


| your fate with you, be it what it 
may; but how ſhall we get our cloaths 


* Out- 
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out of the houſes?” and whete to? 
I am not at a lofs,” J replied, . for 
a place to convey them to; but how 
to get them from hence, Town puzzles 
me. Sophie ſaid; 4 We muſt truſt 
the mantua- maker, who is going con- 
tinually backwards and forwards with 
bundles, and therefore will not be 
ſuſpected.“ I begged of her to go to 
the woman the next day, and to ſound 
her a little, and ſee if ſhe might be 
bribed; ſhe did ſo, and found her 
willing. Sophie and I now began ſe- 
riouſly to ſettle our plan of operation. 
Sophie aſked me, Where we were 
to go to?“ I told her, That 1 
would inform her on that head in 
time; but begged her to reſt affured, 
that I would do nothing which might 
either injure: her reputation, or my 
own.” She replied, „That ſhe was 
N convinced of it, and there- 

M 4 fore 
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- queſtions:?; That nighe, I. wrote-4 
letter do Mr. Wilm, inferming 
him, * that I deſired he would take 
2 lodging for us; and allo, chat he 
would ſend his fer vant to Mrs. Shapes, 
the mantua-· maker, for ſome bundles, 
whick ſhe would deliver to him, and 
which I would have immediately con» 
veyed to our deſtined lodgings: I 
added, that unleſs ſome unforeſeen 
accident happened to preyent me, I 
purpoſed, on that day ſennight, be» 
ing at ten o' clock in the morning; 
in the Park, near Buckingham-bouſe, 
where I ſhould expect to meet bim, 
and deſired a coach might be ready to 
carry. us immediately to May-fair ; 
and that he would engage ſame friend 
of, his, in whom he could confide, to 
de of the party, in order to give me 
aways.as well as to be a whneſs of 
cn. | Wt Our 


1 Wen tu, thy 


our marriage. This extraordinary 
letter my laver,i was prepated form» 
eeiving; by. many preceding ones, 
which had paſſtd : between us, fince 
our meeting in the Part, as, well as 
from ſocme ſhort converſations which 
we had contrived to have together, at 
different times. After having ſent 
the above letter to the poſt, I ſet 
about packing up my cloaths in ſmall 
parcels, which were conveyed a- ay 
by degrees, with eaſe enough, as the 
mantua· maker found many pretences 
for ſending her girls to me, and for 
frequently coming herſelf; the ſer: 
vants were ſo accuftomed to ſee them 
paſs backwards and forwards, that 
they never took notice of them; and 
my uncle and aunt's dreſſing rooms 
looked into the Park;' fo they knew 
nothing of what was daing in the 
trons of the Houle, * "Sophie. 2 

cr 
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her things away pretty much in a 
the ſame manner. 1 muſt, how- 
ever, defire you to remark, that 1 left 
the jewels, trinkets, Ec. which Sir 
Charles bad given me, ſealed up and di 
rected to him, 1 in a drawer in my room. 
On the day appointed for our 
flight. Sophie, as had 'been agreed 
us, came early in the morn- 

ing to my uncle's, and aid, on en- 
tering my room, I am come, 
Sarlotte, to fetch you to ſpend the 
day at my father's: You promiſed us 
one day before you married, and we 
have fixed upon this.” I anſwered, 
It was very well, I conſented with 
all my heart:” Then turning to my 
maid; I ſaid, Fanny, do you make 
my reſpectful compliments to my 
uncle and aunt, tell them where I am 


till after ſupper; and if Sir Charles 
rol wt ; aſks 


gone, and beg they won't expect me 
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aſks for me, tell him, requeſt that 
he would not follow. me. Sopbie 
bad told my father and mother; that 
ſhe was coming to ſpend the day 
with me at my uncle's, and begged. 
they would not come to interrupt us. 
They promiſed to comply with her 
requeſt the more readily, as it would, 
probably, be the laſt day that we 
ſhould ſpend together, before I was: 
metamorphoſed into my Lady Sandy. 
Thus the old folks ſeemed pretty 
ſecure from ſuſpecting our elopement 
till evening. Every thing now being 
intirely ſettled, with an aching heart 
and an unſteady ſtep, I leant upon 
Sophie's arm, and ſet out for the 
Part. As my father's houſe was with-- 
in the length of a ſtreet of my 
uncle's, my ſiſter and I ſeldom took: 
a ſervant with us, unleſs in the even- 
ing, which made our going out 
Eos alone 


i? Thi Menoth of 


alone that morning appear _ way 
extracrdinaty; Wen yt arrived in 
the Part, e found Mr. William 
Waiting for us, ag alſo a young Gen. 
tleman of an agrecablo appearance, 
whom did not know. IL never faw 
Joy and fatisfaction fo ſtrongſy painted 
in 4 fountenance as, they: were in 
that bf my lover's; he ſermedl Toft in 
tranſport, and in a moment hurried 
us into a coach, which waited for us, 
and away vr drove to May, fair, 
Where, tremulous, pale, and dejected, 
I pronounced that fatal Yes, which: 
binds us for life, 1: took a certificate 
of my. marriage, figned by all the 
parties, and then the coach Was or- 
flered to carry us to our lodgings; 
which were genteelly and pleafantly 
ſituated, 958 aſtoniſhment can 
not be deſcribeil, when ſhe found char. 
Las going wy 9 
e 
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ſne had newer either ſren r bead 

mentioned; fe pilled\ me by dhe 
fleeve, \ as the parſon was goihg 50 
begin the ceremony, and whiſpered 
in my dan, πMDear ſiſter, has he 3 
fortune t maintain you? DO you 
know him well?“ I anfwered, M5 
good girl, ſet your heart at eaſe, l 
(ety what I am about,” Alas, 1 
thought 1 did! But bow wide was 
from the mark! W̃ break faſted at 
our lodgings, after which Mr. Milliams 
propoſed: our going 10 dine as Rich- 
mand, and returning in the evening: 
This 1 found had been a ſcheme con- 
certed between him and his friend; 
for upon looking out of the window, 
T faw a handſome coach and fix. at 
the door, with two: Jivery fervants 1 on 
harſeback. Mr. Willidms told me, 
That it was his friend's equipage, 
who. had been ſo n as to offer 


me 


———ñ—ä—ͤ ——v— — 


7% r MMA of 


methbfe of it till 1 got one ef my 
own.“ I bowed, and expreſſed my 


thanks to the Gentleman for his 


civility. We then all got into the 


coach: Our beaus tried every means 


to make this little excurſion agree- 


able to us, | by 'the moſt lively and 


entertaining converſation; they had 
really, both of them, a great ſhare 
of wit and humour; Sophie often 
laughted heartily; but my ſpirits were 
too much agitated to ſuffer me to 
partake of their mirth. The atten- 
tive manner in which Mr. Williams 
earefully avoided ſaying any thing 
which, even in the moſt diſtant 
manner, could wound my delicacy, 
endeared him to me. I think I never 
ſau any body ſo handſome as he ap- 


peared to me to be that day; it will 
. * here beg 


leave 
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leaye to introduce * Faſp9ge your 
acquaintance. z 6 Gd 1 AWC 

He was five 05 Han inches high, 
perfectly well made, and exquiſitely 
genteel, (as. I believe I have already 
ſaid ;) his eyes were large and almoſt” 
black; his hair and eye-brows of the 
darkeſt ſhade in brown, the latter 
arched, às if drawn by a pencil; his 
noſe well made, and a little aquiline; 
his mouth remarkably handſome, with 
the fineſt ſet of teeth I ever ſaw z his 
complexion was a clear brown, with 
a florid colour in his checks; the 
ſhape of his face was oval; his ſmile 
was inexpreſſibly ſweet; but when he 
laughed . L n u 5 N 
looked ſilly. 


Before . Richmond, 1 5 


for pen, ink, and paper, thinking 
it neceſſary to write à line to my 
1480 I + uncle 
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uncle and aunt, in order to prevent 
their imagining that ſome terrible 
. are . 
retu ome in the evening: 
EG liſter would do the 
fame. to my father: In which letters 
we only defired them not to be 
 uneafy on our account, aſſuring them 
that we were both well and ſafe; 
adding that the next day they ſhould 
hear farther from 2 when they 
ſhould be informed of the reaſons 
Which had induced us to abſent our- 
| felves' from them. Theſe notes, on 
our return to town, we ſent by two 
common parters, hired by a ſer- 
vant, a mile from our lodgings, who 
Toul& give no account from whom, 
or whence, he brought them. The 
next morning, I far myſelf ſeriouſly 
down to make my apology, ant 
70 22 my cartſe, to my father, 
* mother, 


. ** © x 1 
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mother, uncle, aunt, and poor Sir 
Charles, for whom my heart . Bled. 
To my parents I only ſaid, That, 


as in the marriage they had propoſed 


for me, I preſumed they could only 
have had in view my happineſs, it 
was, now compleat, from my having 
married the only man on earth who 
could haye made me ſo; that an 
invincible averſion to Sir Charles 
Stanly, as a huſband, had compelled 
me to take this wregular ſtep ; that 


nothing leſs chan the certainty of being 


miſerable for life, could have made me 
diſobey them that I would have flung 
myſelf at their feet, to have implored 

their pity; but that, from a thorough 
knowledge of my father's ſtcadinels, 
in whatever he had once projected, a: As 
well as from a converſation I had had 
with him upon the ſubject, I Judged 
him implacable 'on that head; and, 
Voi. I. N | there- 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
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therefore, againſt my. inclination, I 
had been forced to fling myſelf into 
the arms of Mr. Wilkams, who had 
long loved me, and who was a Gen- 
tleman of worth and fortune: I af- 
ſured them, that Sepbie was in no 
manner acceſſary to my marriage, 
which I proved, by narrating faith- 
fully all that had paſſed between her 
and me, before our elopement: I then 
implored their forgiveneſs, and hum- 
bly intreated their permiſſion, for my 
huſband and ſelf to throw ourſelves at 
their feet, to receive their bleſſing. 
This letter was directed to my father, 
but addreſſed to all the family. 
My next taſk was, to write to Sir 
Charles. I related to him faithfully the 
ſtruggles I had had with myſelf on his 
account. I told him, That in friend- 
ſhip, nay, in juſtice to his merit, I could 
not give him my hand without myheart, 
5 2s 
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as he had declared, that, by ſo doing, 
1 ſnould make him the moſt miſerable 
of men: I ſaid every thing that 
eſteem, and the higheſt ſenſibility of 
his worth, could dictate: I implored 
his forgiveneſs, and even ventured to 
aſk his friendſhip and pity : I intreated 
him rather to try to- alleviate, than 
irritate, my relations anger againſt me. 
I then hinted, that the violent paſſion 
a friend of mine had | conceived for 
him, had greatly contributed to my- 
taking the reſolution of running 
away. I ended with the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances of my everlaſting Seen, 
and admiration of his virtues. | 
T hisdifficulttaſk over, I ſent the th. 
ters by my ſervant, with orders to in- 
form them, if aſked, where we lived. 
I expected, that the firſt mark they 
would give me of their diſpleaſure, 
would be, the taking Sophie from 
N 2 me; 
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me; "ind & they du de nert day, wo 

My huſband, I "found, had bets 
writing to his parents, but I did not 
ſee his letters: This hurry over, I 
looked at Mr. Wilkams, and, in that 
moment, a thouſand dreadful ideas 
ruſhed into my mind, which had 
never preſented themſelves to my ima- 
gination before, and I burſt into a 
flood of tears; he flew to me, and, 
ith che utmbſt tenderneſs, preſſing 
me to his boſom, faid, My dear, 
my lovely wife, from whence can 
flow theſe tears? Have I been fo 
wretched as to have cauſed them, by 
madvertently offending you? No, 
no, my dear Mr. Williams, I replied, 
you are every thing my heart can 
with, but I fear we have ruined one 
another; if our friends are not re- 


conciled, * become of us? 
3 | ** 
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My angel, (ſaid he) why . foreſee 
| misfortunes which may never hap- 
pen? I vill anſwer for my parents; 
they have but to ſee my Charlotte, and 
they "muſt own ſhe was irreſiſtible. 
Come, take courage, my dear girl, 
your fears are i 


imaginary; I know 
my father, and am ſure he will, after 
a few formalities, | be reconciled. 
This affurance calmed my fears a lit- 
tle, yet, ſtill my heart heaved with 
terror and doubt. The next morn- 
ing brought an abſolute order for So- 
pbie to return home immediately, and 
a defence to me, ever to approach my 
parents more, as they diſclaimed any 
kindred with ſo infamous a girl. 
Theſe were their words, wrote upon 
a card, by. my father. My aunt's 
was a letter, and couched in civiler 
terms, though much to the ſame ef- 


ſect, only ſhe added, that my puniſh- 
N 3 ment, 
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ment, ſhe was afraid, would, in the 
end, be even more than adequate to 
my crime, for ſnhe knew the man I 
had married, and that he was a 
libertin, and vaſtly in debt; but his 
fine figure, and artful tongue, had 
(ſhe ſuppoſed) turned my brain; ſhe 
Pitied me; but faid, © I had made 
my own bed, and muſt now lay in 
it with as much eaſe as I could; that, 
for her part, ſhe was reſolved never to 
ſee me more. Thus abandoned by 
all my friends, my huſband was the 
only ſupport I had now in life, and 
he, my aunt ſaid, was a libertine. 
Good God! I exclaimed, (in my 
own mind) if that's true, what a wretch 


am I!“ He read theſe letters, and, 


when he came to that part of my 
aunt's, which ſpoke ſo diſreſpectfully 
of "himſelf, he ſmiled, and, taking 
rr wk my hand, ſaid, « My Nr 
Char- 
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| Charlotte, I fancy Mrs. Boldby: has 
forgot the old adage, That a reformed 
rake mates the beſt huſband; and, as 
to my debts, (if I have any) they are 
my father's affair, not mine; he is 
my ſteward, and, by that means, 
ſaves. me the trouble of paying my 
bills myſelf.“ The light manner 
with which Mr. Williams treated theſe 
two important charges laid againſt 
him, both ſurprized and grieved me, 
I was abſorbed. in a chain of the moſt 
diſagreeable reflections, when a ſer- 
vant brought me a letter, which I 
knew from the ſuperſcription, to be 
from Sir Charles Stanly. He began, 
by. inveighing againſt the cruelty of 
his deſtiny, in not having endowed 
him with merit ſufficient to have en- 
gaged my affections: He aſſured me, 
„That my happineſs was the moſt 
ardent wiſh of his heart, and that, if 
| | N 4 I have 
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1 have really found it, in my union 
with Mr. Williams, ha cunnot be ab- 
ſolutely wretched; that the loſs of 
me, he knows to be irreparable, and, 
therefore, his future life muſt be a 
blank; he hopes, however, from time, 
and a thorough conviction of my fe- 
Reit s being permanent, to become 
more reconciled to the { of his 
fate; be adds, that he ſhall ſer out 
on a tour through Europe, in a few 
days; and ends, with aſſuring me, 
of his everlaſting reſpe ct and eſteem. 
In a poſtſcript, he ſays, That he 
ſhall, in obetlience to my commands, 
wait upon my friends, and uſe his 
utmoſt endeavours to prevail on them 
to ſee me; but, ſhould he be ſo un- 
happy as not to ſucceed, he begs I 
- would'nor attribute his ill ſucceſs. to 
his want of Zeal in my fervice ; then, 
witha thouſand wiſhes, and prayers, for 
5 my 
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my future happineſs; he bidsmeadieu.” 
- .a&Þ' was! prodigioufly affected at 
| ge 1 1 which Sir 
Gharles acted on this occaſions had he 
upbraided me with my deceit and in- 
gratitude, I believe I ſnhould not have 
been ſenſible to his reproaches; but 
the calm, noble dignity, with which 
his letter was wrote, made him riſe 
in my eſteem, as I funk in my on; 
and I never remember having ſeen 
myſelf in a more humiliating point 
of view, than I did, upon drawing 
a parallel between him and myſelf. -I 
gave Mr. Williams the letter; he read 
it; then, throwing it careleſly upon 
the table, ſaid, Sir Charles is a 
noble fellow, and I wiſh him a good 
journey with all my heart.” 
The hurry of a ſcene ſo new, and 
ſo embarraſſing as that which I had 


been in ever ſince my marriage, had 
icarcely 


| 
j{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


from which fatal moment, fhe con 
vinced me, that I had gone ſtraight 
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ſcarcely left me a moment for reſſec- 
tion; but the firſt time Mr. Williams 
took his hat, and ſaid he would 


go to the Coffee-houſe for half an 
hour, gave me to myſelf. What a 
chaos of remorſe, trouble, and vex- 
ation, preſented itſelf to my view; 1 
trembled at the prof; 
more, called Reaſon to my aid; ſhe 


pect, and, Once 


came, but to upbraid me for having 
diſcarded her at Lady Betty Ruſſel's, 


7 


on, in the paths of e. which lead 
infallibly to Misfortune. The hint 
my aunt had given me, of my hu: - 
band's character, made me carefully 
examine his every word and action. 


I ſoon found his education to have 


been that of a modern fine Gentle- 
man, differing, however, from moſt. 


Do e that he really was a 
vt good 
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good ſcholar, and had many accom- 
pliſhments; he drew remarkably 
well, and played upon the harpſi- 
chord as well as any body could do, 
who did not make it the occupation 
of their lives; he ſpoke Italian and 
French fluently, and was, in every re- 
ſpect, what the world calls an ac- 
compliſhed Gentleman: He would 
undoubtedly have been alſo a valua- 
ble member of ſociety, had he not 
been ſpoiled by the falſe maxims of 
the company he kept. Young as I 
was, I had been taught early to think, 
as I have already ſnhewn in the for- 
mer part of my ſtory; I therefore 
ſoon perceived the danger of being 
united to a man, who had no fixed 
principles, but a few romantic ones, 
which were quite foreign to domeſ- 
tic happineſs; ſuch as a high ſenſe 
of honour, which was confined to 
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the paying, with the utmoſt exactneſs, 
his play - debts; as alſo, a thorough 
his ſword, whenever called upon ſo 
to do, without examining either by 
whom, or for what. He valued 
himſelf upon underſtanding the 
chances at ¶ bite s, as well as any 
man there; and boaſted, that he had 
Newmarket. He never ſpoilt company 
by finching, (as he called it) though he 
did not love drinking; or ever ob- 
jected to a girl, if ſhe was introduced 
where he was, This was his catechiſm. 
Whilſt J was abſorbed, in thus de- 
fining my huſband's character, a ſer- 
vant ed my dreſſing- room door, 
and ſaid, Madam, here is a Lady 
deſires to ſpeak with you.“ I an. 
{wered,. Shew her up.“ He did 
Mick * to my great ſurprize, intro- 

2 duced 
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duced to me a tall, ill- looking wo- 
man, whom, in my life, I had never 
ſieen before; ſhe had good eloaths on, 
but, as I thought, ſtrangely fancied, 
and as oddly. put on. I aſled her, 
« .If ſhe had any buſineſs with me? 
She anſwered, ſeating herſelf, * Yes, 
Miſs, I am come to tatk-with'you 
upon an affair of conſequence.” The 
word Mis, did not ſhock myear in the 
leaſt; as I had ſo lately caſt it off, that 
I hardly perceived the impropriety 
of it. She continues, Tou are to 
know, Miſs, that before Mr. Vill. 
ams took you, he kept Famy Fetch, 
(but, I ſuppoſe, you know that well 
enough.) Now, you are to know, 
that he has left this poor creature, 
without paying her lodgings, or giv- 
ing her a farthing; all her cloaths 
are in pawn, and ſhe muſt go into 
_ if he be. d not relieve her. 

Now, 
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Now, to be ſure, Miſs, you are not 
obliged to do any thing for her; but, 
I would have you conſider, that it 
may be your own caſe, in a ſhort 
time; for, I muſt tell you, that your 
ſpark is not famous for his conſtan- 
cy; and though you are very pretty, 
yet J have recommended ſome girls, 
as pretty as your ſelf, to him, and, poor 
things, I do not know what is becomeo 
them.“ During this converſation, the 
blood had ſeveral times alternately 
flown from my face to my heart; 
and the perturbation of my mind 
was ſo great, that it was with the 
utmoſt difficulty I collected my ſpirits 
to anſwer the woman; which I did, 
however, at laſt,” in the following 
words: + do not think, Madam, 
that you mean to inſult me, but will 
{ſuppoſe that your preſent treatment of 

me, proceeds from your ignorance of 

pe 4 my 
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my being, Mr: Williams' s wife.“ She 
interrupted me, ſmiling, . Yes, yes, 
my dear, (ſays ſhe) I dare ſay you 
are; as all young Ladies call them- 
ſelves the wives of their firſt keeper.“ 
This anſwer fired me, and brought a 
bluſh of indignation into my cheeks. 
I replied, Unhappy woman, you 
have lived abſorbed in vice ſo long, 
that you even don't know virtue, 
though ſhe ſtands. before your eyes; 
I will, however, condeſcend to un- 
deceive you, by informing you, that 
I am the daughter of Mr. Rutland, 
Member of Parliament for the county 
of, ——, and that I was married laſt 
week. to Mr. Williams, at Mayfair 
Chapel, where you may, if you chuſe 
it, find the marriage regiſtered. In 
the mean time, I pity, from my 
heart, the unfortunate girl whom you 
recommend to my charity; give me 
her 
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out of my pocket, I ſaid, ) and here 
give her theſe ten guineas; they are 


6 involun- 
tarily dropped from my eye. The 
woman was by this time convinced of 
her. miſtake, and began to make 
ſome aukward excuſes for her ill 
behaviour. I aſſured her, there was 
no occaſion for them, and that I was 
not in the leaft affronted. She ex- 
preſſed a. high ſenſe of my good 
neſs” and | benevolence, and, with 
much more reſpect than ſhe had en. 
tered it, left the room. A few mi- 
nutes after ſhe was gone, Mr. Williams 


Came 
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came home, and brought with him a 
Gentleman whom I did not know. 
On preſenting him to me, he ſaid, 
„This gentleman, my Dear, is an 
intimate acquaintance of my father's; 
he has the goodneſs to offer himſelt 


as a mediator betwixt him and me.“ 
Mr. Smith, for that was his name, 
advanced towards me, and wiſhed 
me joy. I expreſſed to him the ſenſi- 
bility I had of his benevolence, and 

my gratitude for his kind intention tg 
ſerve us, and, with a forced ſmile, 
(for my heart was ready to burſt) I 
added, „By fo good an act, Sir, 
you will infure to yourſelf the king- 
dom of Heaven, for you know it is 
promiſed to the peace-makers.” He 
anſwered me very politely, „That 
he deſired no greater reward than that 
of contributing to my happineſs : 
Bur indeed, Madam, (continued he) I 
Vor. I. O apPpres. 
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d that I ſhall have very little 
merit in this affair, for I foreſee that 
the old folks, inſtead of being angry 
at their ſon's choice, will think it the 
wiſeſt action of his life when they 
come to know you. I bowed: to 
this compliment, and he went on. 
* But, Madam, is there no means of 
bringing your friends to a right way 
of thinking? I apprehend there lays 
the hardeſt raſk. I know your uncle 
Boldby intimately well; and when 1 
have done with your” old Gentry, 
(ſaid he, looking at my huſband) 
Iwill, with that Lady's permiſſion, at- 
tack him.” I replied, That words 
were but weak interpreters of a feeling 
heart, and that I could find nonc to 
expreſs my ſenſibility of his extreme 
| neſs,” Mr. Smith changed the 
diſcourſe, and Mr. Williams obſerved, 
a That” 1 'was graver than uſual.” 

| 2 I told. 


» 
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I told him, . The preceding . con- 
verſation had made .me thoughtful, 


but that I would endeavour | £0 be 


more chearful. He replied, I be 
you would, Charlotte, for the lat 


gloom on that lovely face of your's 


makes me miſerable.” After dinner 
the two gentlemen got int a feriqus 
conſultation. upon the manner in 
which they were o bring old Mr. 
Williams to ſec us; I took this oppor: 

runity of leaving, them, and id 
into my en Y/ a in grder to 
—.— with myſelf, how I ſhquld 
a, with regard fo the ſcene a 
had paſt between me, and that ſtrangę 
woman, in the morning; I tho 
ic would be indelicste 10 mentign 3 
o my huſband, 2s well 25, injudi- 
cious, . becauſe we > ng forgive, 
and never love a perſan, who theys 
5 eurſelves in a diſad vantageous 
_ light. 
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light. 1 Ueſirs Adelaide, you would 
take notice, that this obſcrvation 
was made at the period of time 1 
am now writing of; experience has 
fince taught me, that though it may 
be found juſt in many inſtances, 
yet it is by no means always ſo; there 
are minds who are virtuous enough 
to bear reproof, and magnanimous 
enough, not only to own their errors, 
but to love the perſon, whoſe friendly 
zeal ventures to hold the mirror of 
truth up to their mind, at the riſque 
of being hated for their officiouſ- 
neſs; ſuch exalted virtue as this, was 
not to be found, at that time, in my 
own breaſt, and, conſequently, I 
concluded, that it did not exiſt; I 
therefore could only reaſon from what 
J felt, and what I knew. Pardon 
this digreſſion.— After a long de- 
2 _ — how I ought to 


act 
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act in this affair, 1 Ami not to 
mention a word of it to Mr. Willi. 
ams, in the hopes of making him be- 
come virtuous, by perſuading him, 
that I was convinced he was already 
ſo; this decided, 1 returned to we 
Gentlemen. 

The next morning, I received a 
leter from Sophie, brought to me 
by my maid Fanny, who, I had 
defired, might be ſent to me. My 
ſiſter tells me, That my mother 
irritates my father exceſſively, by 
faying, that my ill conduct was the 
nacural conſequence of the falſe edu- 
cation he had given me; that he 
had bred me up like a boy, rather 
than a girl; and that ſhe always 
foreſaw what all my learning would 
come to. In this manner ſhe tor- 
ments my father, (ſays Sophie) ſomuch, 
thar do not think it impoſſible, 
F500 gf: but, 


x7 198 e ME mores of 
| but, from 4 ſpirit of 6pÞþ6ſition, he 
may, at laſt, take your fide of the 
queſtion, and, if that ſhoutd'ha ppeti, 
he will | robably argue in So. Fa. 
your, till he convinces himlelf that 
you are not quite ſo much to blame, 
as he at firſt thought you. Sir Charles 
was with * father two or three 
days ago ; he pleaded your cauſe 
like a” Cicero; hüt his rears, and the 
deep Torrow which apparently had 
taken poſſeſſion of him, argued more 
powell againfl you, than all his 
forced eloquence could do in your 
favour; he is ſet out for Ttaly; the 

parting of him, and my father, was 
athetic z I am glad, for your 

he {ey you did not ſee it: I long 
to Tee you, which I ſhall moſt rn 

do, the firſt moment that I can flip 
away, Without the old folks ſ apedting | 

Where Lam going; ; till when, adieu, c. 

This 
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This Jetter, cauſed me to turn 
my eyes; ſeverely. on myſelf, who 
had rendered miſerable ſo many 
worthy, people, in order to gratify 
my own inclinations; I was, ſorry, 
truly ſorry, to have giyen them pain 3 
but I loved my huſband with too 
much paſſion to be a ſincere penitent 3 
I therefore conſoled myſelf with that 
common-place argument, that the 
evil was done for which there was 
nom no remedy, and, conſequently, 
it was a folly to grieve at what 
could not be recalled. Satisfied with 
this fine reaſoning, I went down to 
dinner; I found, in the parlour, Mr. 
Smith with Mr. Williams; the former 
informed me, that he was juſt come 
from my father-in-law's. I ' aſked, 
with ſome impatience, || Well, 
Sir, will the father forgive the ſon's 

O 4 Mr. 
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Mr. Smith replied,” hope he will, 
3 but he began, by being 
Violent, ralked us train 
Baths and did not draw a very 
flattering likeneſs ''of y, young 
Gentleman, (addreſſing himſelf to 
Mr. Williams; ) he ſaid, you ought 
to have married a woman with twenty 
thouſand pounds to her fortune, 
and that would have been too little 
to ſupply your extravagancies. 1 
told him, . You had married a Lady 
worth a- great deal more than the 
ſum he had mentioned, if ſhe was 
to be valued either by her beauty, or 
merit; and that I was ſure he would 
be of my opinion, if he would 
give me leave to preſent her to him.“ 
He made me no anſwer to this pro- 
poſal, which I thought a good ſign; 
when, after a few minutes ſilence, 


be na « Is ſhe a good ceconomilt ? 


Will 
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Will ſhe take care of her , houſe ? 
And has ſhe charms. ſufficient to keep 
him at home? If ſo, ſne may prove 
a fortune to him, in the end.“ Here 
J interrupted Mr. Smith, by ſaying, 
“That I would venture to anſwer 
for myſelf, with regard to the two 
firſt articles of my father's enquiries; 
and that, as to the third, I could 
only ſay, that it ſhould be the ſtudy 
of my life, to render home agreeable - 
to my huſband ; and that, therefore, 
if I did not ſucceed, it would be my 
misfortune, but not my fault.” Mr. 
Williams ſaid fome handſome and 
polite things, upon the occaſion; and 
Mr. Smith went on informing me, 
That he had obtained leave to pre- 
ſent me to the old folks on Sunday 
next, if T would conſent to go; but, 
that till they had ſeen me, they would 
not ſee their ſon: The old Lady, he 
8 ſaid, 
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faid, was much eaſier to perſuade, 
than her huſband, which he attri- 
buted, in part, to her having conceived 
a very favourable opinion of me, from 
| — n 
bad wrot, to aſk; hor — 
me, and expected an anſwer every day. 
Alas, Mr. Smith, (ſaid I) I de- 
ceived that worthy woman, and, 
therefore, I fear ſhe will ſay no good 
of me. (Deceit in love and war. 
Madam, (replied Mr. Smith) ate 
always allowed of ; therefore, if that 
is your only crime, you will, I am 
perſuaded, find no one to condemn 
: But (continued he) ſhall I 
the honour of conducting you 

to your father-in-law's on Sunday, 
for I muſt return an anſwer.” I 
looked at my huſband, and faid, 
N Tou, Sir, muſt decide that for me; 


1 
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J-thalt obey your commands.“ He 
teplied, No, my Dear, I never 
will comwand you whilſt I hve, 
but 1 will requeſt it of you to go with 
Mr. Smrb, according to appointment, 
that is, if you can, with eaſe, con- 
deſcend to do them that honour; for 
they ought to have waited on you 
6rſt, as being a bride; but they are 
a queer couple, and will have their 
way; for my part, whilſt you 
are there, 1 will go and dine witk 
Tom. Shirley, whom I have not ſeen 
ſince our wedding-day; he has been 
dut of town, and returns to-morrow; 
he is Member for our county, and 
a very honeſt fellow). — And a 
very great rake, (teplied Mr. Sirb.) 
Indeed, George, you muſt leave off 
that ſett of acquaintance, now you 
have got fo amiable, fo refpectable a 
companion as that Lady.“ © Indeed, 
Sir, 
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Sir, (faid Mr. Williams) but I ſhall 


not; I am cure my wife will never 
deſire me to turn off my old friends, 
becauſe they are, perhaps, not ſaints; 
but give me leave to tell you, that 


they have more honour in them, than 


all the formal puritanic old priggs 
in the univerſe put together,” Mr, 


Smith told him, That he would 


not diſpute that point with him now.“ 
And J aſſured Mr. Williams, That 
I would never object to any company 


he choſe to keep, as I was thoroughly 


perſuaded it could not be bad, ſince, 
as the French proverb ſays, Di 
moi qui tu lautes, el Je te dirai que 
fu es. . 
On Sunday noon Mr. "Smith came, | 
in my father W Mliams" s coach, to 
| fetch 
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fetch, 1 me. In handing me PER? ſtairs, 
he perceived that I trembled ſo much 
as to be hardly able to keep upon 
my feet; when we got into the coach, 
he took notice of the trepidation I 
was in, and ſaid, My dear young 
Lady, you are to blame thus to 
Kighten "ourſelf about ſeeing the old 
folks; I am ſure they will - behave 
very civilly to you; they muſt be 
monſters to do otherwiſe, eſpecially as 
you go by their invitation ; beſides 
(added he) I am with you, and I 
ſhall not fit patiently by to ſee you 
ill treated. I thanked him, and the 
coach ſtopped ar their door. Mr, 
Smith handed 'me out, and a ſervant 
defired us to walk up ſtairs; we did 
ſo, and were introduced into a dining- 
room, where ſat a good looking, 
elderly Lady, with her feet almoſt 
within the fender. She turned her 

head 
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head towards us, on the opening of 
the door, and; as if ſhe had not ſeen 
me, / faid, with the moſt provoking 
indifference, Tour ſervant, Mr. 
Smith; is that George's wife? © Yes, 
Madam, (replied my friend) and ſhe 
is worthy to be the wife of an Em- 

or.” Come hither, young wo- 
man, ſays ſne. I advanced. She 
ſtared at me for ſome minutes, and 
then ſaid, * Yes, I can forgive George 
for marrying you, becauſe you are 
very pre ty; if you had been leſs ſo 
than you are, I never would have 
feen him whilſt I had lived; hut I 
like you ſo well (continued ſhe) that 
I believe, had I been him, I ſhould 
have done the ſame thing: But, pray, 
(aid ſhe) you .can live upon love, 
child, I ſuppoſe, can't you? It is 
thin diet, I have heard, but I don't 
find you are likely to have any other; 


Das your 
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2 I can tell you, has 
nothing at preſent but what his father 
allows him, n he will con- 
tinue that allowance now he has diſ- 
obliged him, by marrying a beggar, 
I don't know.” _ 
Then taking a ſecond ſurvey of me 
from head to 4 ſhe ſaid, Lou are 
very fine, child, but I think you would 
have been as well dreſt, if your gown 
had been without any filver in it; IL 
ſuppoſe all that trumpery is not paid 
for yet; hey ??— anſwered, « Yes, 
indeed, Madam, they are.” Which 
was the firſt word I had articulated 
fince I entered the room. My mind 
had undergone various revolutions in 
that ſhort ſpace of time. I began, by 
reſpecting her as the parent of my 
huſband, as well as on account of her 
age and figure, the latter of which 
had much of the Gentle woman in it, 
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and ſhe ſtill was handſome. Her 
keeping her ſeat on my entering the 
room, and her cavalier manner of 
accoſting me, had given ſuch a ſhock 
to my ſpirits, or, if you pleaſe, my 
pride, that I was ready to fink into 
the earth; till, from the continuation 
of this abſurd and indelicate beha- 
viour, I ceaſed to reſpect her, and 
ſne then appeared to me in ſo ridicu- 
lous a light, that it was no longer in 
her power to wound me: On the 
contrary, I felt my own ſuperiority 
ſo forcibly, that, from a ſtate of 
the moſt violent agitation, I became 
as calm as death, and as infenſible 
1 looked at her not without ſome 
degree of contempt, but without 
feeling the leaſt particleof humiliation 
from auy thing ſhe ſaid. So true it 
is, that the ſenſible mind can be hurt 
only by thoſe whom they eſteem. 
1 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Smith, who had fat all this 
time like a perſon ſtupified with 
aſtoniſhment, now looking at me, 
met my eyes; 1 ſmiled, and he ſeem- 
ed to recover himſelf a little, upon 
perceiving me to be ſo much at my 
eaſe, My mother intetrupted this 
ſilent converſation of ours, by ſay- 
ing, Talk, child ; I want to know 
if your mind correſponds with your 
figure ; but I ſuppoſe not; for I am 
ſure. you acted. like a great fool in 
marrying George.” lanſwered, . That 
if ſhe thought that a. proof of my 
folly, I was afraid I ſhould ſtand 
condemned in her opinion for anideor, 
becauſe I was ſo far from thinking 
that my judgment erred in the choice 
I had made of her ſon, that, if I 
could poſſibly be unmarried again, I 
would again give him my hand at the 


altar.“ She was going to reply, 
Vol. I. P when 
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when my father. in-· l entered the 
room: he fixed his eyes ſtedfaſtiy 

upon me; and then aſked his Lady, 
If I was * ſon's wife? “ Ves, it 
is Mrs. Williams,” ſhe replied. He 
inſtantly advanced, and ſaluted me, 
faying, I am glad to ſee you, 
daughter; then, turning to Mr. 
Smith, he added, Lou did not 
do her juſtice, Sir, when- you de- 
ſcribed her perſon to me; ſhe is 
the prettieſt girl, I think, that I 
ever faw; and I don't in the leaſt 
wonder, - that ſhe turned George's 
he ad.” 

This old Gentleman was hand- 
ſome, and wore upon his countenance 
an uninterrupted ſmile ; he ſpoke 
with a ſoftneſs of voice which was 
engaging ; he poſſeſſed, to a degree, 
that fort of attentive politeneſs, 
which muſt ever pleaſe; as it puts us 

Wd 
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in good humour with ourſelves, and 
generally gives us a high opinion of 
the perſon who has thus played upon 
our vanity. I have made it an ob- 
ſervation, through life, that few 
people ſmile always, unleſs it be in 

order to hide ſome ſtrong affection of 
the mind, which they are afraid the 
world ſhould read in their faces; 
it is a kind of maſk which they put 
on, to conceal ſome known defect of 
the heart; and it frequently ſuc- 
ceeds; becauſe the world, in general, 
judge from exteriors alone. But to 
return to my narration. 

A ſervant came and told us, that 
dinner was ſerved; my father-in-law 
gave me his hand, and led me down 
ſtairs : The converſation, - whilſt we 
were at table, was chearful enough ; 
Mr. Smith told us the news of the 
day, and the Maſter and Miſtreſs of 
9 P 2 the 


4 
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the houſe talked on various indiffer- 
ent topics. I found, by her diſ- 
courſe, that the old Lady had read 
a vaſt. deal, but without any clue; 
Hiſtory, Novel, Romance, Metaphy- 
ſics, Phyſics, &c. were all jumbled 
together; not toomit:Theology, which 
ſeemed - to have been a favourite 


branch of her ſtudies :. She was a 


rigid Church of England woman, (of 
the High Church, I mean) and, con- 
ſequently, loved the Stuart family 
with enthuſiaſm, as, indeed, they 

muſt always be beloved, or not at 
all; for, in my opinion, one muſt 
begin by being mad, before one can 
arrive at ſuch a pitch of folly, as to 
chuſe for one's heroes the Charles's 
and the James s. Had the quantity 
of furniture, which was in the good 
Lady's head, been arranged, and 
ſuited to the apartments, there was 
enough 
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enough to have furniſhed the moſt 
capacious head, and not inelegantly 
neither; but, unfortunately, they 
were all ſtuffed in, one upon another, 
in ſuch a manner, thar it was hardly 
poſſible to come at what one wanted, 
without the utmoſt difficulty. Ba- 
ers Chronicle and the Son of Sirach, 
however, were, I believe, placed pretty 
near the door, for ſhe ſeemed to come 
at them very readily; and, conſequent- 
ly, quoted them upon all occaſions. 
She had ſtrong natural ſenſe, but 
having lived a good deal out of the 
world, and with people of leſs reading 
than herſelf, ſne had conceived all the 


World to be fools, and rode trium- 


phant upon their ruins; then ſhe had 
a high idea of her birth, and called 
every body, indiſcriminately, who 
had not a title, trumpery people. 

In the midſt of theſe few miſtaken 
g Ty notions 
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notions (which proceeded rather from 

a fault in her education than her un- 
derſtanding) ſhe had an open, gene- 
rous, benevolent heart; and, put her 
Prejudices apart, nobody judged more 
accurately than ſne did on any ſubject; 
ſhe' was good natured, and had a 
manner of ſeizing ridicule, which 
ſhewed the vivacity of her imagina- 
tion. Such as I have here painted her, 
in ſpite of the rough manner in which 
ſne had treated me, I could not 
help feeling ſomething like an af- 
fection for her, before the day was 
over. It muſt be obſerved, however, 
that ſhe had intirely altered her be- 
haviour to me after the firſt half hour; 

the now ſeemed to look upon me 
with a ſort of tender regard, which 
touched my heart, and laid me again 
open to ſenſibility. Had ſhe relapſed 
into her former ſtile, ſhe would pro- 

ity bably 
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bably again have cloſed my heart, 
becauſe the impreſſion ſhe had made 
on it was recent; but I had nothing 
farther to fear on that head. 

Before I took my leave of my father 
and mother-in-law, I aſked, in the 
moſt pathetic terms, their permiſſion 
for my huſband to wait upon them. 
The old Lady replied, Yes, yes, 
my Dear, George may come, whenever 
he pleaſes.“ His father ſaid, Daughter, 
if his marrying of you had been his 
firſt offence, I could very eaſily have 
pardoned him ; but, indeed, I am 
ſorry to ſay it, he is a worthleſs young 
fellow; and if I do ſee him, it will 
be for your fake, Madam, and not 
for his own.” I ſeized his hand, 
and kiſſed, it with tears of thanks. 
My mother obligingly fate me down 
at my own door in her coach ; I could 
not prevail with her to walk up 

P 4 . ſtairs; 
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ſtairs the deſired I Hold ſend her 
| r cher and 
ns fathen. © - ,101veddd, e wane 
ant found my huſband at Home; and 
almoſt aſleep in an-'etBow-thair; he 
ſtarted from his ſeat on my entering 
the room, and advancing to me, 
ſald „ Well, my Angel, how did 
they receive you? Well, I hope! If 
otherwiſe, by G- I will never ſee 
that old raſcal, my father, more.“ 
« Fye, Mr. Williams,” (J replied;) I 
beg that your regard for me, may 
not make you forget the reſpect you 
owe to your parents; you injure them, 
uf) you ſup poſe that they behaved ill to 
me; on the contrary, they treated 
me with more kindneſs and civility 
than I had any right to expect from 
them; and they deſire to ſee you 
to-morrow morning.“ Mr. Smith 
| came in veto he could make an 
| anſwer, 
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anſwer.' I made a ſign to that worthy 
man, not to mention a word of Mrs. 
 Hilliamss behaviour, on my intro- 
duction to her; he Wax che hint, 
and all went well. 

The next day, at noon, my Ahulband 
went to dine at his father's 3 he did 
not return till evening, when I thought 
he looked much out of humour. I 
aſked him, with an anxious concern, 
« If any thing had paſt between him 
and his parents which had either diſ- 
pleafed or vexed him? He anſwered, 
« Yes, my Dear, that covetous old 
fellow, my father, was born to plague 
me; I can get him to do nothing 
more for us than he did for me before 
I was married, and even that only 
at pleaſure ; for he declares, he will 
make no ſettlement, ſaying, All will 
be mine at his death, and till then 
he won't put the ſtaff (as he calls, 

it) 
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Jam to give him a liſt of my debts, 
and he has promiſed to pay them. 
D n him, why could not he have 
lumped them, and give me the ſum 
total, without plaguing me with re- 
collecting, and ſetting them down upon 
paper; an old mechanical hunks, he 
wants to criticiſe every article, and 
ſo collect matter enough to ſcold upon 
for the reſt of his life.“ I did not 
attempt to interrupt the courſe of 
his ill humour, judging it better to 
let it have its full vent; fo, after he 
had thoroughly tired himſelf and me, 
with abuſing his father, he reaſ- 
ſumed his good nature, and, fmiling, 
ſaid, „Well, Charlotte, never mind, 
he cannot live always; ſo, patience. 
I will go to-morrow (continued he) 
and look out for a houſe; 1 don't like 
e Whereabours would you 

4 chuſe 
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chuſe to live, my Dear?” I anſwered, þ 

«© Wherever. it was moſt agrecable 

to him; (adding) that J had no choice, 

ſince a deſart would be delightful to 

me, ſo he was but preſent.“ He 

thanked me for the compliment 1 

paid him, with vivacity, and ſaid 

every thing which a well-bred man 

may be ſuppoſed to have ſaid upon the 

occalion. I ventured, however, to 

obſerve, © That, though a houſe 

was certainly preferable to a lodging, 

yet it could be of no uſe to us, unleſs 

we had the means of. furniſhing it.“ 

He ſtarted, and replied, < Faith, I 

never thought of that; but no matter, 

I will take up the goods, and my 

father may pay for them. But, my 

Dear, (continued he) I have a houſe 

already; it is, indeed, in a part of the 

town which you won't like, nor can 

live in; but, perhaps, you may find 
| | {ome 
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ſome of the furniture not unuſeful, 
and we. can ſell the teſt ; I proteſt 


I had forgot every thing about it, 


if you had not luckily put it into my 


34 head; I will, go myſelf to-morrow 


morning, and examine it.” Ieaſily un- 
derſtood, that this had been a houſe in 
which he had kept his favourite La- 
dies, therefore I avoided making any 
inquiries, which could, in the leaft, 
embarraſs - him. I ſaid, Perhaps, 
my Dear, all the furniture may do 
for us, and, if there is enough of it, 
I ſee no neceſſity there will be for 
our buying any new ;. ſuppoſing it 
only to be commonly decent, it 
will content me.“ I then aſked him, 
« How many rooms he had in his 
chambers.” This I ſaid, to make him 
believe that I judged, from his ſaying, 
that the ſituation of the houſe was 
not a SRP one for me, that he had 
- = lived 
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lived in the Temple. I ſaw he ſeized 
this hint with pleaſure, and an- 
ſwered me, I had a double ſett of 
chambers, my Dear. If ſo (I re- 
plied) 1 dare ſay we need be at no 
expence for furniſhing a ſmall houſe, 
Wan is very lucky oak 
The next morning Mr. Williams 
went out, as he ſaid, to look for a 
houſe, and my mother-in-law came 
to make mea viſit : She talked to me 
in the moſt friendly and affectionate 
manner, told me, That my huſ- 
band was imprudent and raſh, that 
he had treated his father the day 
before with inſolence, when he ought 
rather to have ſoothed him, by an 
appearance of contrition and humi- 
ity ; (ſhe added) George always de- 
featz his own purpoſes, by giving wa ay 
to the heat of his temper , I with, 
my Dear, that you would endeavour 
to 
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to curb his extravagances.” She 
then proceeded to recommend cec0- 
nomy ſtrongly to me, and ſaid, 
„ That if any thing Bold reclidin 
a libertine, it would be the being 
attached to a virtuous, ' amiable wo- 
man like me; but (continued ſhe, 
with a ſigh) habitual vice, my Dear, 
is hard to conquer; George has a 
— heart, but he has unfortunately 
adopted a ſett of wrong principles, 
which, till he is convinced they are ſo, 
will, 1 fear, be a ſource of pain to 
vou both.“ She then aſked me, 
* If we did not intend, going to 
houſe- keeping.“ I anſwered, « Yes; 
but that we were a little puzzled 
about the — of doing it, for want 
of money.” She replied, Well, T 
will ſee if J cannot help you a little 
upon that head.“ She then deſired, 


8 ee would give her leave to. 


intro- 
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introduce me to my huſbandꝰs rela- 
tions. She, named the next day 
for our beginning the round of viſits 
which ſhe thought it neceſſary: that 
I ſhould. make, and ſaid, „She 
would take me up in her . and 
bring me home again.” I. thanked 
her, as I ought, for her goodneſs to 
me. She the then told me, That ſhe 
had received an anſwer from Lady 
Betty Ruſſel, who had been laviſh 
in my praiſe, and, with her compli- 
ments on my marriage, wiſhed: me 
every bleſſing. this world could be- 
ſtow.” TI was ſenſibly touched at 
theſe marks of Lady Betty's good 
nature and benevolence. My mother 
ſtayed with me till almoſt dinner time, 

and then took her leave. oe 
A few days after I had been pre- 
ſented to my new relations, and very 
politely received by them, as I was 
ſitting 
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ſitting alone one morning, my foot 


man brought me a ER which be 
faid came by the penny. poſt. As on 


looking on the ſuperſeription, 1 did 


not know the hand, I opened it With 


ſome fear, leſt it would be anony- 
mous, to tell me anecdotes of my 
huſband, which I did not chuſe to 
hear; it contained a bank bill of five 
hundred pounds, with theſe words: 
Madam, I have ſent you the in- 
cloſed bill, becauſe I apprehend you 
may- want money, your huſband being 
too prudent to keep much by him 
at a time; take it without heſitation, 


at it comes from a relation of your own, 


and may you be as happy as my Nerv 
would make you, did it depend on me.“ 
In a poſtſcript were theſe words: 
Keep this money yourſelf; be 
adviſed, don't give it your huſband; 
you may one day want it more chan 
you do now.?“ 

> I could 
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I could: not decide, after the moſt 
mature conſideration, whether this 
acceptable Preſent came from my 
father, or my ,uncle Boldby, . but I 
was certain that I owed. it to one of 
them; z 2 tear of gratitude and con- 
trition fell from my eye, on recollect- 
ing the worth of thoſe friends my 
ill conduct had robbed me of. Oh 
conſcience! how keen are thy re- * 
proaches to a. mind warped from 
Virtue, but not ſunk in Vice! 1 
could not, hcwever, bring myſelf 
to comply with the admonition given 
me in the letter: I thought it wrong 
to conceal any thing from my huſ- 
band, and baſely ungenerous to ſhare 
his fortune, and not to make him 
partaker of mine; on the contrary, 
my heart exulted in the thought, of 
having it in my power ta make him 
ſo welcome a preſent. This day 

_ was 
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was one of the few lucky ones which 
Fortune had, with 4 miſer's hand, 
allotted to my ſhare; for, whilſt 1 
was enjoying the thought of agreeably 
furprtzing my huſband, with my 
treaſure, Sophie, my dear Sopbie, 
entered the room, and, in a moment, 
was round my neck. We neither of 
us ſpoke for ſome ſeconds; floods of 
tears choaked the paſſage of our 
words; when, at laſt, ſhe fell on 
her knees, holding one of my hands 
between her's, which kiſſing with 
ardor, ſhe ſaid, Charlotte, I am 
come to pals the day with you; my 
Father has given me leave to order 
the coach ateleveno' clock. Good 
God! I exclaimed, can he be fo kind, 
ſo forgiving, to his unworthy child!“ 
T could ſay no more; gratitude, 
filial tenderneſs, and conſcious deme- 


tit, all ruſhed ſo precipitately upon 
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my ſenſes, that I fainted away. So- 
bie flew to my aid, and, with the 


help of my maid, brought me to 
myſelf. A torrent of tears, which 
ſucceeded, calmed my ſpirits enough 
for me to tell my ſiſter (as far as 
words could do) the joy J felt, on 
ſeeing her again. I ſtrained her to 
my breaſt, and gazed at her with the 
utmoſt delight: She looked at me, 
with eyes full of the tendereſt pity 
and affection; and endeavoured to 
draw my attention to indifferent ob- 
jects, wiſning to ſubdue ſenſibility, 
in favour of chearfulneſs and gaiety. 
She ſucceeded but aukwardly in her 
attempt, till Mr. Williams came 
home, when his vivacity and humour 
diſſipated our tender melancholy. 
He was delighted to ee Sophie. She 
told us, That my friends were 


Pleaſed to hear, that his were recon- 
Q 2 ciled 
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ciled t to us,” 9 aſked Sophie, If 
ſhe knew any thing of my father or 
_ uncle's having wrote to me?“ She 
Haid, „No; and the dired to fay, 
that they had not.” I put this quel- 
tion to her when Mr, Willems was 
gone out of the room: She ſtayed 
with me till eleven. When the coach 
came for her, I deſired her to give my 
reſpectful duty to my parents; ſhe 
promiſed that I ſhould ſoon ſee her 
again, and then wiſhed me a r 
night. 

The next day, I went to ſee a 
houſe in —— Square; I liked it 
much. M r. Williams took a leaſe of 
it for ſeyen years, and then ordered 
his furniture to be removed into it, 
which, when done, I went to exa- 
mine. I found it rich, but much 
ſoiled; the filk damaſk I ordered to 


be cleaned ; me — beds, Se. 
were 
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were good ; there was no Kitchen 
furniture, nor any linen. He told 
me, that he had had a good quantity 
of the latter, and he fancied he could 
get it again; I never aſked by what 
means; and, in about a week's time, 
a porter brought to our lodgings a 
large bundle of dirty houſhold lin- 
nen, which, upon examination, was 
new, but had been very ill uſed; no 
part of it had ever been hemm'd, 
and it was cut and ſtained in many 
places; however, with proper ma- 
nagement, I hoped to make it both 
good and uſeful. I eaſily gueſſed, 
that theſe things had been fetched 
out of pawn, and ſo, it ſeems, they 
were; for my huſband told me fo, on 
his return home, but did not tell me 
who had diſpoſed of them in that 
manner, nor did I enquire. Mr. 
Williams's mother made us a preſent 


Q 3 of 
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of ſome uſeful china, and his father 
gave us as much plate as was neceſſary 
for our ſmall family; thus we found 
ourſelyes ſettled in our houſe, almoſt 
kgs any actual expence on our 

J obferved with infinite con- 
f that my huſband, and his fa- 
ther, were not upon good terms; 
they always bickered in company; 
and 1 bod Mr. Williams very un- 
willing to attend me, when I went to 
viſit the old folks. F expoſtulated 
with him, in the gentleſt terms, upon 
the impropriety of ſuch a conduct, 
but was always anſwered, © Indeed, 
my Dear, you do not know that old 
fellow, an angel from Heaven could 
not keep his temper with him: LI 


no he is all ſmiles with you, but 


he is the Devil with me.“ He 

added, I would rather, a thouſand 
times, go to a gaol, (if it was not 
.* 1 for 
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for pour, fake) chan be oblignt 2 
bim for paying. what, I owe,” I 
und there the ſhoe pinched. 
One day, when I was alone with 
my. father-in-law, | he began abuſing 
his ſon in the moſt indecent manner 
calling him an extravagant debauched 
villain; he then told me how often 
he had paid his debts, and to what 
amount; they were, indeed, by his 
account, very conſiderable: He 
added, and now, though I offer once 
more to clear him with the world, 
he will not give me in a fair liſt of 
his debts; he has two reaſons for 
this refuſal, (continued the old Gentle- 
man) the one is, becauſe he is 
aſhamed of the nature of them; and 
the next 18, that he wants me to give 
him the ſum total of what he owes, 
that he may put the money in fis 
poker, and not pay one 85 his cre- 
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ditors n Farthing out of it; he has 
ſerved me ſo before, ſays he, ſo 1 
Mall take care how I truſt him for 
the future. Here he pauſed. I 
could make no anſwer to this cruel 
harangue, but by a fight He looked 
at me, and ſeeing ſorrow painted in 
my countenance, he ſaid, Tes, 
child, you have reaſon enough to 
figh, for having flung yourſelf a away, 
in ſpite of your parents care of you, 
u pon ſuch a worthleſs fellow as George 
is; and, yon may depend upon it, 
EY whenever he grows tired of you, 
(which he would do, in a ſhort time, 
of Venus herſelf) he will infallibly 
kive you to beggary and miſery, 
whilſt he purſues new pleaſures.” 
At this Prophecy (for it really was 
one), I could reſtrain my tears no 
inger ; 1 begged of him to ſpare 
J tenhubiliry, and to think more fa- 


vourably 
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vourably of bis ſon: But he filenced 
me, by ſaying; Daughter, I know ]§] 

him much better than you do; and 
have thaught proper to let you a 
little into his real character, out of 
pity to your youth and inexperience,” 
Thus this cruel old man, under a 
pretence of compaſſion and benevo- 
lence, had, in a great meaſure, rob- 
bed my breaſt of peace, and filled 
my mind with ſuſpicion and terror. 
From his ſtudy I went into his wife's 
dreſſing- room: On my entrance. ſne 
aſked me, with concern, If I was not 
well?“ I told her, That I was 
juſt come from having a converſation 
with my father-in-law, , which had 
given me unutterable pain ;?? I. then 

narrated it to her. She coloured, 
and, with great heat, replied, ( Mr. 
Williams. is a fool, child, to talk to 


"0 in that manner, and fo. I fo 
| tel 
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her words) for George has been a 
he is a very honeſt fellow, as well as 
a very pretty gentleman; and as 
he loves you to diſtraction, which 
perceive he does, it is in your 
power, not only to reform him, 
but to make what you will of him, 
ſo all his future conduct, whether 
good or ill, I ſhall lay to your charge; 
for I am convinced that you can 
lead him, with a fine thread, which 
way you pleaſe.” I trembled at this 
politive aſſertion, as I knew the cha- 
racter of my mother-in-law was, that 
whenever ſhe adopted an opinion, 
however abfurd and unjuſt it might 
be; (ſhe never departed from it. I 
affured her, That though I did 

not think my power to be ſo ab- 


3 ſeemed to think it, yet J 
would 
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would uſe alt' the aſcendancy I had 
over him, to engage him to act pru- 
dently, and this both for my own 
fake, as well as for the reſpect and 
love I bore to him and his parents.” — 
« Make him, then, (ſhe replied) bring 
father, no matter of what nature they 
are, and then all will go well.“ J 
promiſed to uſe my endeavours to 
that effect, and ſo we parte. 

On my return home, Mr. Williams 
aſked me, What converſation I had 
had at my father's ?” I repeated to 
him what his mother had ſaid, but 
ſuppreſſed the abufive part of his fa- 
ther's diſcourſe. He ſtarted from his 
chair, and, with an air of paſſion, 
ſaid, Well, my Dear, for your 
fake, and not to oblige them, I will 
give an account of what I oe; but 
Wenn that it would make 


a man 


236 The MNMOIRS of 


a man mad; to ſee what a buſtle they 

make about it; the whole don't 
amount to three thouſand; pounds.“ 
I was ſurprized at the largeneſs of the 
ſum, eſpecially when I conſidered 
his youth; and that his father had 
already paid his debts twice. How- 
ever, at laſt the affair was ſettled ami- 
cably enough between them, but not 
before the old man had made his ſon 
ſwear ſolemnly, that the account he 
had given in, was a juſt one; that he 
had made no reſerve, or ſecreted the 
ſmalleſt article from his knowledge. 
He repeatedly ſaid, „George, you 
ſwear, that when I have paid this 
money for you, you are clear of the 
world, and don't owe any one in it 
ſo- much as a farthing? He an- 


ſwered, I do ſwear to it, Sir. It 
would have been happy for us all, 
had he been ſincere when he made 

5 | | | this 
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this aſſeveration; but, unfortunately 

for himſelf, as well as for me, he | 
was not ſo. This important affair 

cover, as I thought, I requeſted Mr: 
Smitb, for whom I had conceived a 
real friendſhip, to find out for me the 
unfortunate girl, who had ſent to 
me; he did ſo, and brought me word, 
that ſhe was in very good keeping; 
ſo I thought I had ee more to 
do with her. 

I now turned all my attention to- 

wards the attaining domeſtic happi- 

' neſs; we ſaw a great deal of com- 
pany; I ſometimes went into public, 
but rarely. Mr. Williams was al- 
ways gay, well-bred, and good - 
humoured ; he was, however, a good 
deal from home, and very often 

ſtayed out extremely late. I never 
> = mg where he _ _— and 


& 
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ef complacency ; as Lwas well con - 
vinced, that reproaches and ſour looks 


will never keep, a man at home, when 
chearfulneſs and good, nature cannot 
do it. A. perſeverance. in the latter 
— has, I belieye, reclaimed 
ſome libertines; but I never knew 
a practice of the former productive 
of any good. The. man Who comes 
home, only becauſe he is afraid of 
being ſcolded when he ſtays out, is no 
companion for a ſentimental mind. 
I think, when the love of peace is the 
only motive for my huſband's giving 
me his company, I would of the two 
rather be without it. 

In general, let a woman make a 
man's home agreeable to him, and 
he will, in time, prefer it to all other 

there are exceptions to this 
as well as to all other rules, but 1 


hl ſeldom ſeen the inſtance. The 
great 
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great error, Which my ſex frequently 
fall into, is, that they ſuppoſe the 
lover and the huſband,” to be the 
fame individual, which is a palpable 
miſtake ; the huſband may love as 
well as the lover, but his paſſion will 
bear a very different character. It is 
the want of this knowledge which 
makes young married Ladies very 
troubleſome to their hufbands,” from 
a ſuppoſition, that they are neglected if 
a man 1s out of their ſight for an hour 
or two; they are aſtoniſhed how he 
can be capable of taking any pleafure 
when abſent from tbem; and attribute 
the want of that aſſiduous attention, 
which preceded their marriage, to 
diſguſt, or a cold indifference; when, 
in truth, it is nothing more than the 
natural conſequence of poſſeſſing what, 
with ardour, we aſpired to attain: 
Whillt ve purſue, the mind is in'a 
4 continual 
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continual ſtate of agitation, which 
gives activity to all the ſenſes; but 
when once arrived at the goal, we are 
not leſs happy, perhaps, but we are 
always more calm, and, conſequently, 
leſs expletive. It is in this ſtate of 
reader tranquillity (if I may be al- 
lowed the phraſe) that a man begins 
to ſurvey the partner 0: his fortunes 
through the optic of reaſon, unob- 
ſtructed by the vapours of paſſion; 
and it is at this period that the wo- 
man ſhould endeayour, by the ſtricteſt 
attention to her every word and action, 
to fix on her huſband's mind a tho- 
rough confidence in her virtue, an 
approbation of her conduct, and a 
reflected eſteem for her character in 
neral; theſe ſentiments will natu- 
rally produce friendſhip, which, when 
built on ſo noble a baſis, can never 


fail of laſting as long as the merit 
| | which 
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which gave birth to it, exiſts. Don't 
be angry, Adelaide, I will return to 
ay ſtory this minute. ab 

From the character of extravagan oy, 
which my father and mother-in-law 
had given me of their ſon, . I had de- 
termined, contrary to my firſt reſolu- 
tion, to follow the advice of the perſon 
who had ſent me the Bank bill; judg- 
ing, that my hufband might probably 
want money hereafter, more than he 
did now, and that, in any emergency 
of that nature, he would be agreeably 
ſurprized at meeting. with ſo unex- 


pected a reſource. 
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